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‘No  plan  to  quarantine  anyone,  ’  says  Boston  official 

Quarantine  of  Prostitutes  with  AIDS  Rumored 


By  Kim  Westheimer 
BOSTON  —  As  GCN  goes  to 
press,  rumors  persist  that  city  of¬ 
ficials  are  considering  quarantin¬ 
ing  two  female  prostitutes  who 
have  been  diagnosed  with  AIDS. 
A  source,  who  spoke  on  condition 
he  not  be  identified,  told  GCN  he 
knows  one  of  the  prostitutes  in 
question.  According  to  the  source, 
the  woman  was  taken  to  Boston 
City  Hospital  in  September  by 
police  officers  after  she  became  ill 
en  route  to  booking.  When  she  got 
to  the  hospital,  a  hospital 


By  Kim  Westheimer 
BOSTON  —  Protesting  the 
Department  of  Social  Services’ 
(DSS)  foster  care  policy,  which 
virtually  excludes  lesbians,  gay 
men,  and  single  people  from  being 
foster  parents,  and  the  failure  of 
DSS  and  Gov.  Michael  Dukakis  to 
make  hearings  on  the  subject  ac¬ 
cessible  to  the  public,  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Defense  Committee 
(GLDC)  staged  a  five-hour  rally 


here  on  November  26. 

The  protest  convened  outside 
the  Governor’s  office  in  the  early 
afternoon.  Since  Dukakis  did  not 
accept  his  invitation  to  the  event, 
his  life-sized  effigy  attended,  sur¬ 
rounded  by  dolls  to  symbolize  the 
children  who  are  harmed  by  the 
foster  care  policy.  Each  doll  had 
an  attached  case  history  explaining 
why  he  or  she  was  without  a  home 
or  foster  parents. 

Addressing  the  effigy,  pro¬ 
testers  read  -testimony  that  had 
been  presented  at  the  DSS  hearings 
on  foster  care  in  Worcester, 
August  22.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  13, 
No.  9.)  GLDC  claims  that  these 
hearings  were  inaccessible  to  peo¬ 
ple  from  Boston  and  western 
Massachusetts,  and  that  the 
testimony  was  not  taken  into  ac¬ 
count  by  the  Dukakis  administra¬ 
tion. 

“When  DSS  held  public  hear¬ 
ings  on  the  foster  care  policy  in 
Worcester  on  August  22,  virtually 
all  the  speakers  testified  against 
the  policy,’’  said  Sarah  Holmes  of 
GLDC.  “To  assure  that  this 
evidence  be  taken  into  account,  we 
delivered  a  transcript  of  the  oral 
testimony  for  the  hearings  to  the 
Governor  on  November  5.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  his  staff,  as  of  l^t  Friday 


employee  informed  the  officer  that 
the  detained  woman  had  AIDS. 

A  spokesperson  for  the  Boston 
City  Police  Department  told  GCN 
that  the  case  is  a  subject  of  in¬ 
vestigation  and  that  it  had  been 
reported  through  the  rumor  mill. 
Another  person  within  the  police 
department  said  that  officers  had 
in  fact  taken  a  prostitute  who 
allegedly  had  AIDS  to  Boston  City 
Hospital. 

Caroline  Walden,  a  legal  resear¬ 
cher  for  Boston  Health  and 


he  still  had  not  read  the  testimony. 
We  find  this  appalling.” 

The  dolls  served  as  props  to  il¬ 
lustrate  needs  of  foster  children 
that  would  not  be  met  by  the  new 
policy.  Lesbian  activist  Mara 
Math  read  one  doll’s  plight;  “I  am 
Robin.  I  have  a  lot  of  needs.  I 
don’t  want  to  share  no  foster 
parents  with  no  biological  kids. 
I’m  tired  of  being  Cinderella  in  a 


world  where  there  ain’t  enough  to 
go  around.  This  new  home  will  be 
my  ninth.  I’m  eleven  already  and 
I’m  still  in  a  live-in  school  ’cause 
they  won’t  let  me  live  with  my 
teacher  ’cause  she  ain’t  married. 
What  next?” 

The  needs  of  foster  children 
were  addressed  by  a  number  of  ac¬ 
tivists  at  a  press  conference  follow¬ 
ing  the  rally.  “We  have  the  respon¬ 
sibility  to  make  the  best  placement 
for  a  child  and  your  policy  doesn’t 


Hospitals,  and  George  Lamb, 
Director  of  the  Community  Health 
Division,  denied  that  Health  and 
Hospitals  had  any  knowledge  of 
any  prostitutes  with  AIDS  in 
Boston.  “That  doesn’t  mean  that 
there  aren’t  such  cases,”  said 
Walden.  “Maybe  there’s  some 
truth  and  maybe  there  isn’t.  We 
can’t  confirm  any  stories  about 
prostitutes  with  AIDS.” 

In  a  phone  interview  with  GCN, 
Walden  said,  “We  have  done  legal 
research  on  the  issue  of  quaran- 


Brill,  representative  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  Social 
Workers  (NASW).  “NASW  now 
calls  on  the  Dukakis  administra¬ 
tion  not  to  promulgate  these  pro¬ 
posed  foster  care  regulations,” 
Brill  continued,  “  but  instead  to 
take  the  lead  in  educating  the 
public  about  some  of  the  myths 
that  underlie  their  fears  that  non- 
traditional  families  will  of  necessi¬ 
ty  be  detrimental  to  the  well-being 
of  foster  children.”  Brill  called  on 
the  administration  “to  help  the 
public  understand  why  a  flexible 
foster  care  placement  policy  is  in 
the  best  interests  of  children.” 

The  enormous  contradictions 
felt  by  lesbian  and  gay  human  ser¬ 
vice  workers  who  are  employed  by 
the  state  and  who  are  thus  ex¬ 
pected  to  carry  out  the  foster  care 
policy  were  addressed  by  Jenifer 
Firestone  and  Jason  Schneider, 
both  state  workers.  As  they  spoke, 
two  other  state  workers  silently 
stood  behind  them  with  paper  bags 
over  their  heads  to  symbolize  those 
state  workers  who  must  stay  in  the 
closet  for  fear  of  losing  their  jobs. 
“We  know  that  policies  like  this 
can  be  formed  because  we  lesbians 
and  gay  men  are  invisible.  We  ask 
all  state  workers  to  stand  out 
against  the  policy  as  we  would 
against  any  that  institutionalizes 
discrimination,”  said  Firestone. 
She  accused  Dukakis  of  taking 
part  in  the  most  insidious  forms  of 
oppression  possible:  “to  ask 
members  of  an  oppressed  group  to 
collude  with  their  oppresor.” 

One-hundred  and  seventy-five 
letters  asking  Dukakis  to  rescind 
the  foster  care  policy  have  thus  far 
been  collected  from  lesbian  and 
gay  state  workers. 


tine.  We  have  no  plan  to  quaran¬ 
tine  anyone  in  the  future.”  She 
also  said  that  there  are  “historic 
precedents”  in  the  field  of  public 
health  for  quarantining  in¬ 
dividuals  with  communicable 
diseases.  “You  can  ask  for  volun¬ 
tary  restraint  [of  a  person  with  a 
communicable  disease].  If  that 
person  does  not  voluntarily  agree, 
you  have  to  go  to  legal  steps.  It 
would  come  to  us  case  by  case.” 

Lamb  said  that  if  the  city  did 
find  someone  with  AIDS  who  con¬ 
sistently  exhibited  high-risk 
behavior,  city  personnel  would 
1)  educate  the  person  about  the 
behavior,  and  2)  might  try  to  test  a 
legal  case  to  restrain  that  person. 

The  city  presently  has  no  policy 
regarding  the  quarantine  or  isola¬ 
tion  of  persons  with  AIDS.  George 
Seage,  AIDS  epidemiologist  at 
Boston  City  Hospital,  said  that  the 
city  does  not  know  if  there  should 
be  a  policy.  “We’re  looking  into 
all  sorts  of  possibilities,”  said 


By  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The 
ongoing  struggle  between 
Georgetown  University  and  its  gay 
and  lesbian  students  continues, 
both  inside  and  outside  the  courts. 

On  November  12  and  13,  the 
students  of  Georgetown  University 
Law  Center  overwhelmingly 
passed  a  referendum  opposing 
discrimination  against  lesbians 
and  gay  men.  The  referendum, 
which  opposed  “efforts  by  the 
University  Administration  to  deny 
any  student  group,  on  the  basis  of 
race,  sex,  sexual  orientation, 
religion,  or  political  beliefs,  the 
benefits  allowed  to  all  other  stu¬ 
dent  groups,”  passed  by  a  vote  of 
505  to  242,  with  44  abstentions. 
There  are  approximately  2700 
students  enrolled  at  the  Law 
Center. 

Rob  Keyes,  president  of  the  Law 
Center’s  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Association,  said  the  vote  was 
clearly  on  the  addition  of  sexual 
orientation  to  the  list  of  protected 
groups.  Keyes  said  the  referen¬ 
dum,  sponsored  by  the  Student 
Bar  Association,  demonstrated 
significant  student  support  but 
would  not  affect  the  administra¬ 
tion’s  policy  of  discrimination 
against  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

In  previous  years,  the  governing 
body  of  the  Student  Bar  Associa¬ 
tion,  the  House  of  Delegates,  has 
affirmed  similar  resolutions.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Keyes,  the  House  of 
Delegates  passed  another  resolu¬ 
tion  of  support  for  the  lesbian  and 
gay  student  groups  this  year, 
before  deciding  to  submit  the 
language  of  a  referendum  to  the 
entire  student  body  in  order  to 
send  a  clear  message  to  the  ad¬ 
ministration  on  the  position  of  the 
students.  Officials  of  the  Law 
Center  and  the  University  have  not 
reacted  publicly  to  the  vote,  and 
could  not  be  reached  for  com¬ 
ment. 

The  resolution  was  one  more 
skirmish  in  the  protracted  battle 
between  lesbian  and  gay  students 


Seage.  “I  don’t  think  quarantine  is 
going  to  be  one  of  them.  We’re  go¬ 
ing  to  be  confronted  with  these 
issues  and  we  have  to  decide  what 
makes  sense  in  terms  of  stopping 
the  disease.  We  need  to  decide 
what  we  can  legally  do.  We’re  go¬ 
ing  to  be  confronted  with  people 
who  continue  their  activities  who 
have  the  disease.  What  do  you  do? 

I  don’t  know.  Every  health  depart¬ 
ment  is  grappling  with  the  same 
things.” 

While  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  has  not  come  out 
with  an  official  position  regarding 
quarantine,  Ken  Shulman,  the 
Director  of  Public  Information  for 
the  Department  of  Public  Health, 
told  GCN,  “Our  position  is  not  to 
quarantine  individuals,  although 
the  issue  has  been  raised  to  us.  The 
state  is  not  initiating  any  quaran¬ 
tine  action.”  (See  related  interview 
with  Mass.  D.P.H.  Commissioner 
Bailus  Walker,  this  issue.) 


and  the  administration  of  the 
Catholic-affiliated  university.  The 
struggle  began  in  1980,  when  the 
gay  and  lesbian  groups  of  the 
undergraduate  program  and  the 
Law  Center  brought  suit  against 
the  school.  The  suit  alleged  that 
the  university  illegally 
discriminated  against  these 
groups,  claiming  that  the  universi¬ 
ty  would  not  charter  either  group 
and  thus  effectively  denied  them 
access  to  school  funds  and 
facilities.  It  cited  in  particular  the 
District  of  Columbia’s  human 
rights  law,  which  forbids 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sex¬ 
ual  orientation.  The  administra¬ 
tion  has  maintained  that  to 
recognize  the  groups  would  con¬ 
stitute  “endorsement”  of  “homo¬ 
sexuality,”  and  that  such  endorse¬ 
ment  is  in  violation  of  Catholic 
doctrine.  It  further  maintains  that, 
as  a  religious  institution,  it  is  ex¬ 
empt  from  the  human  rights  or¬ 
dinance. 

The  referendum  followed  oral 
arguments  before  the  full  panel  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  Court  of 
Appeals  on  October  16.  In  a  2-1 
vote  on  July  30,  the  court  ruled 
that  the  university  must  comply 
with  the  District’s  human  rights 
ordinance,  and  therefore  may  not 
refuse  recognition  to  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  student  groups.  However,  the 
court  immediately  referred  that 
decision  to  its  nine-member  panel, 
from  whom  a  decision  is  not  ex¬ 
pected  until  next  spring. 

In  a  related  story,  the  city  coun¬ 
cil  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
unanimously  approved  a  bill 
authorizing  Mayor  Marion  Barry 
to  issue  bonds  to  Georgetown  on 
October  22.  In  order  for  the 
university  to  receive  the  nearly 
$130  million  in  bond  money,  the 
mayor  must  certify  that 
Georgetown  is  in  compliance  with 
the  district’s  human  rights  or¬ 
dinance.  Barry  has  said  that  he  will 
not  certify  the  university. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


allow  us  to  do  this,”  said  Carol  Continued  on  page  2 


Valerie  Overton  reads  testimony  against  the  foster  policy  outside  Gover^ 
nor  Dukakis’  office,  November  25. 


Foster  care  policy  assailed  at  rally 

Toy  Dolls,  Fake  Dukakis 
‘Hear’  Foster  Testimony 


dm  Wilson  Weinberg  with  Dukakis’  effigy  at  a  press  conference  in 
lurse’s  Hall  at  the  State  House,  leading  group  in  “You  Can’t  Have  a  Kid 
■  You’re  Gay,”  to  the  tune  of  a  song  by  Irving  Berlin  from  Annie  Get 
'our  Gun,  November  25. 


D,  C.  mayor,  council  split 

G’town  Students 
Back  Gay  Group 
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quote  of  the  week 

"The  way  that  quote  came  out,  it  seemed  to  have 
the  implication  that  I  didn’t  think  that  women 
understood  it  [the  Geneva  arms  talks].  Far  from  it.  I 
know  women  understand,  many  women  understand 
these  things....  Women  are  more  interested  in  peace 
and  things  of  that  nature.  I  don’t  think  most  women 
are  interested  in  the  nitty-gritty  of  what  is  happening 
in  the  Geneva  armament  talks....’’ 

—  Donald  T.  Regan,  White  House  Chief  of  Staff, 
on  CBS-TV’s  Face  the  Nation,  "clarifying’’  his 
previous  statement  to  a  Washington  Post  reporter 
about  women’s  comprehension  of  the  US/USSR 
Geneva  Summit. 


9to5:  still  putting  in  a  day’s  work 

BOSTON  —  The  local  chapter  of  9to5,  the 
organization  for  women  office  workers,  has  closed  its 
downtown  office  due  to  lack  of  funds,  but  has  not  cur¬ 
tailed  any  programs. 

Lisa  Grant,  the  new  director  of  9to5,  which  is  now 
quartered  in  Revere,  stressed  that  “things  are 
business  as  usual”  for  the  chapter  which  has 
successfully  sued  numerous  Boston  firms,  gaining 
millions  of  dollars  in  back  pay  and  damages  for 
women  workers. 

In  February  of  this  year,  9to5  was  forced  to  lay  off 
four  of  its  five  paid  staff,  and  began  to  feel  the  bite  of 
its  high-rent  downtown  office  space.  In  September, 
the  national  office  of  9to5,  which  grew  out  of  and  had 
sublet  space  from  the  local  chapter,  decided  to  con¬ 
solidate  in  Cleveland.  Boston  9to5  could  no  longer 
justify  the  large  space,  and  decided  to  move  to 
Revere,  Mass. 

Among  9to5’s  upcoming  programs  is  an  educa¬ 
tional  outreach  open  house  on  employment  rights  of 
Massachusetts  workers  with  guest  speaker  Bill  Flet¬ 
cher  of  Legal  Services  of  Greater  Boston,  Inc.,  to  be 
held  Tuesday,  Decembers,  at  the  Appalachian  Moun¬ 
tain  Club,  3  Joy  St.,  Boston.  For  more  information, 
contact  Boston  9to5,  P.O.  Box  497,  Revere,  MA  02151 
or  cal  I  (61 7)  289-1417. 

—  Sib  Connor 


new  office,  staff  for  aac 

BOSTON  —  In  order  to  meet  a  growing  need  for 
its  services  and  to  accommodate  a  growing  staff,  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee  has  moved  into  larger 
quarters  at  661  Boylston  Street,  in  Copley  Square. 

Responding  to  increasing  numbers  of  people 
diagnosed  with  AIDS  and  ARC,  the  committee  has 
stepped  up  its  educational  efforts  and  direct  ser¬ 
vices.  Several  new  staff  members  have  been  hired  re¬ 
cently  to  help  these  efforts.  They  include:  Anne-Marie 
Silvia,  head  of  the  health  education  team;  Tim  Broad- 
bent,  secretary;  Jean  Bonnet,  coordinator  of 
volunteers  and  educational  outreach  for  Boston’s 
Haitian  community;  Marcia  Tanur,  assistant  coor¬ 
dinator  of  the  support  services  team;  David  Aaron- 
stein,  mental  health  coordinator;  Dennis  James  and 
Gary  Beauregard,  health  educators;  Larry  Killian,  re¬ 
sources  planning  coordinator;  and  Tom  Yanok,  recep¬ 
tionist  and  administrative  assistant. 

People  in  greater  Boston  with  questions  about 
AIDS  and  ARC  may  phone  the  AIDS  Action  Commit¬ 
tee  hotline  at  (617)  576-7733.  Massachusetts  callers 
outside  of  Boston  may  call  toll-free:  1-800-235-2331. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


panic  and  prejudice 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Civil  Liberties  Crisis  Coalition 
and  Lesbian  and  Gay  Law  Students  at  NYU  present  a 
conference  on  AIDS:  Should  Panic  •+  Prejudice  = 
Policy?  The  conference  will  be  held  Saturday, 
December  7  from  10  a.m.  to  5:30  p.m.  at  New  York 
University’s  Main  Building  here.  The  keynote  speaker 
will  be  Dr.  William  Sloane  Coffin;  workshops  will 
cover  historical  aspects  like  the  Holocaust  and  twen¬ 
tieth  century  medical  epidemics,  and  skills-related 
topics  like  civil  disobedience  and  how  to  get  action 
from  elected  officials.  There  will  be  a  recommended 
(but  not  required)  sliding-scale  fee  of  $5-$25.  For  fur¬ 
ther  information,  contact  the  Crisis  Coalition  at  (212) 
255-8478. 

—  Roger  Kaplan 


Marion  Barry  May  Saiion 


sarton,  barry  honored  at  href  dinner 

BOSTON  —  Poet  May  Sarton,  Washington,  D.C. 
Mayor  Marion  Barry,  and  six  elected  officials  from 
throughout  New  England  who  supported  gay/lesbian 
rights  legislation  all  received  “Human  Rights 
Awards”  at  a  dinner  November  22  hosted  by  the 
Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund  (HRCF). 

Dual  themes  of  the  AIDS  health  crisis  and  the 
need  for  supporting  gay  and  lesbian  organizations 
financially  were  stressed  in  the  awards  ceremony. 
Sarton  read  a  recently  composed  poem  about  the 
community’s  reactions  to  AIDS  as  a  transformation 
of  fear  into  love.  Citing  statistics  about  the 
prevalence  of  AIDS  among  Black  men  in  urban  areas, 
Barry  pointed  out  that  “AIDS  cannot  be  characterized 
as  just  a  white,  gay  male  problem.”  After  announcing 
the  significant  increases  in  AIDS  appropriations  by 
the  city  of  Washington,  Barry  called  for  increased  furv 
ding  at  the  federal  level.  Barry  also  criticized  Mass¬ 
achusetts’  foster  care  policy  for  excluding  gay  men 
and  lesbians,  and  urged  the  Democratic  Party  to  “un- 
apologetically”  involve  gay  men  and  lesbians  at  all 
levels  of  the  party’s  organization. 

Rep.  Barney  Frank  (D-MA)  described  the  success 
of  the  New  Right’s  fundraising  capabilities,  and  said 
there  “was  no  reason  these  lunatics  should  speak  out 
more  loudly”  than  gay  men  and  lesbians.  By  con¬ 
tributing  directly  to  the  election  campaigns  of  con¬ 
gressional  supporters  of  pro-gay  and  -lesbian  legisla¬ 
tion,  the  HRCF  “gives  members  of  Congress  the 
courage  of  their  convictions,”  Frank  said. 

The  awards  dinner  —  the  largest  gay  and  lesbian 
dinner  fundraiser  held  in  New  England,  according  to 
chair  Eric  Rofes  —  raised  over  30  thousand  dollars. 
Three-quarters  of  the  money  goes  to  HRCF’s  political 
action  committee,  which  last  year  contributed  more 
than  $77  thousand  to  64  U.S.  Senate  and  Congres¬ 
sional  candidates.  The  balance  of  the  profits  goes  to 
a  local  organization;  this  year  the  recipient  is  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders  (GLAD). 

—  Gordon  Gottlieb 


Stop  rape  in  prisons 

NAPA,  CA  —  People  Organized  to  Stop  Rape  In 
Prisons  (POSRIP),  originally  founded  in  1979  by 
Russell  D.  Smith,  is  trying  to  get  reorganized  and  start 
operating  again  after  a  period  of  inactivity.  Stephen 
Donaldson  of  POSRIP  estimates  that  26,000  men 
behind  bars  are  raped  each  day.  This  estimate  does 
not  include  boys  raped  in  reformatories,  whose  rate 
seems  to  be  even  higher  than  for  adult  males. 

POSRIP  is  in  need  of  help  in  the  following  areas: 

(1)  People  to  help  make  contact  with  the  media  in 
their  area  and  with  their  state  legislature  about  this 
immense  problem; 

(2)  People  to  help  us  research  specific  aspects  of 
prison  rape; 

(3)  People  to  help  with  grant-writing  proposals  for 
funding; 

(4)  Lawyers  to  help  with  a  class  action  suit  when  the 
background  information  is  ready; 

(5)  Someone  to  help  write  up  by-laws  so  POSRIP  can 
apply  for  tax-exempt  status  with  the  IRS. 

If  you  can  help  out  with  any  of  the  above,  please 
write  to  Tom  Cahill,  PC  Box  246,  Napa,  CA  94559. 

—  Mike  Riegle 


gay  vets  disinvited  from  “mother’s 
private  party” 

NEW  YORK  —  For  the  second  year,  the  Gay 
Veterans  Association  has  been  denied  the  right  to 
march  under  their  own  banner  in  this  city’s  Veteran’s 
Day  Parade,  November  11. 

On  November  8,  the  Manhattan  Federal  Court  of 
Appeals  upheld  a  District  Court  ruling  of  November  6 
that  gave  the  American  Legion  permission  to  ban  the 
gay  veterans’  group  from  marching.  Chief  Judge  Con¬ 
stance  Baker  Motley,  of  Manhattan’s  Southern 
District  Court,  stated  that  the  parade  is  a  private 
rather  than  city-sponsored  event,  and  that  the 
American  Legion  is  within  its  rights  to  determine  who 
may  march.  The  city’s  involvement,  Judge  Motley 
ruled,  is  only  in  the  capacity  of  issuing  a  parade  per¬ 
mit. 

According  to  Nancy  Langer  of  Lambda  Legal 
Defense  and  Education  Fund,  which  represented  the 
gay  vets  in  court,  the  association  had  a  “purely  first 
amendment  case....  [T]hey  have  a  right  to  express 
themselves.”  Langer  said  that  Lambda  argued  that 
the  state  “acquiesced  in  and  facilitated  discrimina¬ 
tion  because  they  [the  City  of  New  York]  knew  the 
American  Legion  excluded  gay  vets,”  yet  granted  an 
exclusive  parade  permit  anyway.  Lambda  asserted 
that  because  the  city  granted  the  parade  permit,  it 
sponsored  the  event. 

While  the  three  federal  court  judges  who  upheld 
Motley’s  decision  concurred  that  the  state  had  not 
been  involved  in  the  parade,  they  disagreed  with 
Motley  in  finding  that  gay  men  and  lesbians  are  a 
class  of  citizen.  Langer  also  said  that  the  judges  ex¬ 
pressed  disapproval  of  the  American  Legion’s  exclu¬ 
sionary  action. 

John  Paine,  president  of  the  Gay  Veterans 
Association,  told  GCN  that  the  vets  will  continue  to 
fight  for  the  right  to  march  in  the  parade. 

When  asked  about  the  gay  vets’  analysis  of  the 
U.S.  military,  Paine  said,  “We  are  for  defending 
America.  We  advocate  that  the  military  needs  to  be 
around.”  Further  expressing  his  group’s  patriotism, 
Paine  summed  up  his  feelings  about  being  rejected 
by  the  American  Legion:  “It’s  like  not  being  invited  to 
a  private  party  your  mother  is  throwing.” 

—  Sib  Connor 


Foster  Testimony  Presented 

Continued from  page  I 


The  results  of  another  letter¬ 
writing  effort,  the  Denmark  Cam¬ 
paign,  were  presented  by  Deborah 
Berkowitz.  This  campaign  has  col¬ 
lected  48  letters  to  Dukakis 
from  organizations  within  the 
human  services  community.  These 
organizations  have  pledged  their 
support  to  lesbian  and  gay  human 
service  workers  in  this  way;  “Dur¬ 
ing  the  Nazi  occupation, 
thousands  of  non-Jewish  people  in 
Denmark  stood  in  protest  and 
solidarity  with  the  Jews  and 
courageously  wore  the  Star  of 
David  so  that  Jews  could  not  be 
isolated  and  identified  for  persecu¬ 
tion.  In  a  similar  spirit,  we  pledge 
to  protect  the  gay  men  and  lesbians 
of  our  community.  If  any  attempt 
is  made  to  single  out  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  human  service  workers,  we 
will  respond  that  we  are  all  gay 


men,  we  are  all  lesbians.”  (See  box 
for  a  list  of  signers.) 

State  Senators  George  Bachrach 
and  Jack  Backman  offered  their 
support  for  CLDC’s  work  and 
showed  optimism  that  the  policy 
would  be  defeated.  “You  will  be 
heard.  The  policy  you  wish  to 
overturn  will  be  overturned,”  said 
Backman. 

Support  also  came  from 
Elizabeth  Garvin  and  Goldie 
Rogers,  representing  a  group  of 
eighteen  DSS  foster  mothers  who 
meet  weekly  to  discuss  issues  of 
foster  parenting.  “Some  of  us 
have  in  the  past  brought  up  our 
children  without  a  father  figure  at 
home  when  his  influence,  if  any, 
was  poor.  Some  of  us  have 
husbands  who  are  now  involved 
with  the  children  at  home.  We  feel 
that  most  important,  a  child 


should  be  in  a  home  where  there  is 
love.” 

Although  no  representative  of 
Local  509,  which  represents  eight 
hundred  human  service  workers 
throughout  the  state,  was  able  to 
attend  the  union  sent  a  letter  op¬ 
posing  the  foster  care  policy, 
which  was  read  at  the  press  con¬ 
ference. 

GLDC,  having  recently  received 
a  $7,500  grant  from  MS  magazine, 
stressed  at  the  end  of  the  press  con¬ 
ference  that  lesbians  and  gay  men 
are  in  this  fight  for  as  long  as  it 
takes  to  overturn  the  policy. 
GLDC  is  sponsoring  a  community 
discussion  on  “gay  and  lesbian 
resistance:  past/present/future” 
on  Friday,  December  6,  at  the 
Harvard  Divinity  School.  For 
more  information  call  (617) 
628-6007. 


Participants  in  the  Denmark  Campaign: 

The  Elizabeth  Stone  House,  Finex  House,  Brookline 
Psychological  Services,  Greater  Lowell  YWCA,  Valley  Programs 
Inc.,  the  Dandelion  School,  Boston  Crisis  Shelter,  ChUd  Care  Ex¬ 
traordinaire!,  Mt.  Tom  Institute  for  Human  Services,  the  Rape 
Crisis  Program  of  Worcester,  Pequod  Counseling  Center,  Oxford 
Street  Daycare  Cooperative,  Northampton  Food  Coop,  Center 
Inc.  Daycare,  the  Multicultural  Project  for  Communication  and 
Education,  Cambridge  Head  Start,  the  Every  woman’s 
Center/University  of  Mass.,  Hampshire-Franklin  Children’s  Day 
Care  Center,  Hampshire  Community  Action  Commission, 
Daybreak,  DSS-Gardner  Office,  the  Erich  Linderoann  Mental 
Health  Center,  Elizabeth  Peabody  House,  North  Central  Human 
Services  Center,  Women’s  Crisis  Center  of  Greater  Newburyport, 
Newtowne  School,  Harbor  Me  Inc.,  Replace,  the  Pierce  Extended 
Day,  the  Women’s  Resource  Center  Inc.,  Cambridge  YWCA, 
Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center,  Womanshelter  Compafleras,  the 
Coalition  for  B^ic  Human  Needs,  the  Children’s  Cooperative 
Inc.,  Boston  Institute  for  Social  "Therapy  and  Research,  Rape 
Crisis  Service  of  Greater  Lowell,  Black  Achievers,  the  New 
England  Learning  Center  for  Women  in  Transition, 
Necessities/Necesidades,  a  Woman’s  Place,  Watertown  Multi- 
Service  Center,  Community  Publications,  Hotline  to  End  Rape 
and  Abuse,  the  Jefferson  Park  Children’s  Writing  Center,  the 
Comprehensive  Emergency  Services  Project  Concern  for  FandHes, 
the  Castle  Street  Housing  Cooperative,  Ounbridge  Womea^a 
Center,  and  Transition  House.  > 
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Feminists  &  the  State  Discuss  Women  at  Work 


By  Pam  Mitchell  and  Stephanie  Poggi 

In  an  apparent  effort  to  improve  its  image  among 
Massachusetts  women,  the  Dukakis  administration  footed 
the  bill  for  a  two-day  conference  entitled  “Women  and  the 
Workplace,”  bringing  together  thousands  of  feminist  ac¬ 
tivists  and  state  bureaucrats  on  November  8  and  9  at  North¬ 
eastern  University. 

Workshops  at  the  conference  covered  a  wide  range  of 
topics  high  on  the  agendas  of  both  liberal  feminists  and 
feminist  radicals  over  the  past  several  years,  including  sexual 
harassment,  comparable  worth,  affirmative  action,  occupa¬ 
tional  health,  childcare,  issues  for'women  of  color,  and  even 

News  Commentary 

workplace  issues  for  lesbians,  along  with  a  number  of 
workshops  of  more  interest  to  women  entrepreneurs  than  to 
feminists.  The  list  of  conference  advisors  and  panelists  con¬ 
sisted  of  a  hodgepodge  of  community-based  activists,  state 
workers,  and  representatives  from  industry,  ranging  from 
several  legislators  and  state  commission  heads  to  such 
grassroots  activists  as  Pam  Jones  of  Women  for  Economic 
Justice,  Viola  Pina  of  the  New  Bedford  Women’s  Center, 
and  Sue  Hyde,  former  GCN  editor  currently  active  in  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense  Committee  and  the  Feminist  Anti- 
Censorship  Taskforce. 

This  assortment  brought  with  it  varied  approaches  to  pro¬ 
blems  and  varied  assumptions  about  how  to  bring  about 
necessary  changes,  a  mix  which  resulted  in  some  interesting 
dialogues.  But  the  presence  of  administration  apologists  on 
stage  and  on  many  panels  and  the  focus  in  workshops  on 
taking  notes  for  the  Governor  dampened  the  free  exchange 
of  ideas  that  might  have  occurred  had  the  event  been  spon- 


community-created  programs  that  are  just  beginning  to  meet 
a  fraction  of  the  needs  of  poor  and  immigrant  women. 
Neither  the  activists  nor  the  representatives  for  the  state 
directly  addressed  the  conflicts  between  their  different  ap¬ 
proaches  which  were  implicit  in  the  activists’  criticisms  of 
state  programs. 

Panelist  Luz  Landrau,  a  Black  Latina  and  employment 
counselor  at  United  South  End  Settlements,  a  community 
program  in  Boston’s  multi-racial  South  End,  described  the 
enormous  problems  facing  the  approximately  200,000 


Administration  apologists  dampened  the  free 
exchange  of  ideas  that  might  have  occurred  had  the 
conference  been  sponsored  by  activists  rather  than 
the  state. 


by 


sored  by  activists  rather  than  by  the  state. 

In  a  keynote  speech.  Black  municipal  court  judge  and 
scholar  Margaret  Burnham,  one  of  the  few  women  to  ad¬ 
dress  the  entire  gathering  from  a  stage  dominated  by  men, 
spoke  of  the  “awesome  potential  of  the  voice  of  working 
women  in  this  state”  and  about  the  need  for  a  radical 
transformation  of  the  present  system,  where  “work  and 
poverty  too  often  go  hand  in  hand.”  Pointing  out  that 
members  of  the  audience  represented  a  diversity  of  class 
backgrounds,  work  experiences,  colors,  and  degrees  of  ur¬ 
banization  (though  not,  interestingly,  genders  —  most  con¬ 
ference  participants  were  women),  Burnham  said  an  entirely 
compatible  agenda  was  probably  unattainable.  She  noted 
that  “issues  of  class  and  of  race  are  inextricably  linked  with 
those  of  gender,”  and  cautioned  that  we  should  not  strive 
for  a  higher  standard  of  living  for  some  U.S.  women  at  the 
expense  of  “women  under  the  thumb  of  imperialism.”  But, 
she  said,  the  purpose  of  the  conference  should  be  to  seek 
and  expand  on  common  ground  in  the  interests  of  altering 
the  system  for  everyone,  rather  than  simply  manipulating  it 
for  the  few. 

Other  keynote  speakers  included  Human  Services  Secre- 
tau'y  Phil  Johnston,  who  himself  pointed  out  that  he 
couldn’t  speak  “as  a  woman”  and  went  on  to  discuss 
childcare  as  a  working  woman’s  issue,  skirting  the  issue  of 
his  department’s  foster  care  policy  which  actively 
discriminates  against  working  women  along  with  single 
women  and  all  gay  people;  Mass.  Commissioner  of  Public 
Hetilth  Bailus  Wdker,  whose  speech  neatly  outlined  how 
demographic  and  employment  changes  are  adversely  affec¬ 
ting  women  but  then  could  only  applaud  his  own  depart¬ 
ment’s  “broad  array  of  programs  and  services  to  address 
women’s  health  issues,’*  though  of  course  he  would 
welcome  “further  suggestions  for  expanding  these  efforts”; 
and  Michael  Dukakis  himself,  who  said,  in  effect,  I’m  your 
friend,  vote  for  me. 

There  was  little  indication,  then,  either  from  past  perfor¬ 
mance  or  from  the  administration’s  performance  at  the  con¬ 
ference,  of  any  “compatibility”  between  feminists’  agenda 
for  bringing  about  the  major  transformations  necessary  for 
the  liberation  of  women  of  all  colors  and  classes  within  the 
work  force,  and  the  Governor’s  agenda  for  the  state.  In  fact, 
in  the  sampling  of  workshops  attended  by  GCN,  workshop 
participants,  including  some  state  employees,  were  fre¬ 
quently  observed  trying  to  get  on  with  the  business  of  shar¬ 
ing  stories,  making  contacts,  and  developing  ideas  of  vital 
importance  to  the  women’s  movement,  only  to  be  cut  off  by 
bureaucrats  defending  existing  programs  or  by  moderators 
trying  to  steer  the  discussion  to  neat  suggestions  for  reform 
to  be  presented  to  the  Governor. 

Below  are  synopses  of  several  workshops  attended  by 
GCN.  The  sampling  is  not  comprehensive.  We  attended 
workshops  we  felt  would  address  key  issues  facing  the 
women’s  movement  and  would  include  voices  of  grassroots 
activists  and  women  of  color;  limitations  of  space  prohibit 
discussing  all  those  we  attended. 

A  workshop  entitled  “Employment  Training  —  Barriers  to 
Employment”  was  attended  by  about  equal  numbers  of 
grassroots  activists  and  state  purseholders,  with  activists 
dominant  on  the  panel  and  bureaucrats  dominant  in  the  au¬ 
dience. 

State  officials  took  their  turn  at  bragging  about  how  many 
women  they  had  “placed”  this  year,  while  activists  detailed 


Latinos/as  in  this  state,  36  percent  of  whom  live  below  the 
federal  poverty  line  according  to  1980  statistics.  Landrau 
criticized  existing  skill-training  programs  that  are  not  only 
culturally  biased,  condescending,  and  assume  prior 
knowledge,  but  also  fail  to  provide  the  support  services 
necessary  to  allow  women  to  attend  them.  In  particular,  she 
cited  lack  of  childctire  and  transportation,  adding  that  in  the 
area  only  one  English-as-a-second-language  program  has  any 
openings,  and  it  operates  during  the  day,  when  few  women 
can  attend. 

Landrau  went  on  to  question  the  goals  of  employment 
training  programs  that  rarely  provide  women  with  skills  they 
can  use  in  their  own  hard-pressed  communities. 

Expanding  on  similar  themes,  Viola  Pina,  a  Black  woman 
who  is  co-director  of  New  Bedford’s  Women’s  Center, 
described  the  services  the  center  provides  to  primarily  low- 
income  and  immigrant  women,  specifically  Portuguese,  Cape 
Verdean  and  Puerto  Rican  women.  Pina  said  her  program  in¬ 
cludes  services  for  battered  women  and  rape  survivors,  as  well 
as  providing  counseling  and  information  on  health  and 
employment  training.  Traveling  to  different  neighborhoods 
in  a  van  has  proven  much  more  effective  than  waiting  for 
women  to  come  to  the  center. 

Adding  further  implicit  criticisms  of  state-run  services, 
Pina  said  training  of  any  kind  should  eventually  replace  out¬ 
siders  who  initially  provide  training  and  counseling  with 
women  from  the  community  itself. 

Pina  said  that  job  training  is  an  unrealistic  option  for  many 
women,  even  if  they  had  the  childcare,  transportation,  and 
pre-vocational  services  many  need  in  order  to  take  advantage 
of  it.  Women  cannot  afford  to  work  if  it  means  being  cut  back 
from  the  state  aid  and  Medicaid  which  already  leave  them  im¬ 
poverished. 


representatives  took  up  the  last  minutes  of  the  workshop  in¬ 
terrupting  each  other  to  announce  other  state  victories,  such 
as  meetings  being  held  monthly  on  the  need  for  education  and 
lists  of  available  services  that  are  well  on  their  way  to  being 
developed. 

Faced  with  the  requisite  question,  “so  what  do  we  want  to 
tell  the  Governor  and  the  state  policy  makers?”  the  workshop 
concluded  by  recommending  that  education  be  stressed  above 
and  beyond  job  training,  avoiding  a  confrontation  about  the 
serious  flaws  in  the  current  system. 

Even  in  workshops  where  the  Governor’s  stand-ins  were 
relatively  unobtrusive,  state  presence  was  often  felt  in 
panelists’  reluctance  to  push  for  goals  inconsistent  with  the 
present  system. 

One  example  was  a  workshop  entitled  “Comparable 
Worth  and  Women  of  Color.  ”  A  comparable  worth  ap¬ 
proach  to  ending  the  disparity  between  male  and  female 
wages  would  compensate  women  on  the  basis  of  an  assess¬ 
ment  of  how  their  skills  and  experience  compare  with  such 
characteristics  in  male  job-holders.  Addressing  comparable 
worth  as  it  might  affect  women  of  color,  panelists  and  au¬ 
dience  members  identified  its  shortcomings  but  did  not 
move  beyond  it  as  a  solution  to  job  discrimination. 

Panelist  Laverne  Reid,  a  Black  woman  who  is  a  doctoral 
candidate  at  Brandeis  University,  opened  the  presentations 
by  pointing  out  that  a  comparable  worth  theory  that  looks 
only  at  sex  discrimination  and  ignores  racism  cannot  be  ef¬ 
fective.  Noting  that  women  of  color  are  at  the  rock  bottom 
of  the  financial  scale,  Reid  said  that  sex  discrimination  af¬ 
fects  women  of  color  more  severely  than  it  does  white 
women. 

The  second  panelist  was  Randy  Albelda,  of  Smith  Col¬ 
lege’s  Economics  Department.  Albelda,  a  white  woman, 
noted  that  comparable  worth  is  limited  in  its  scope,  even  if 
shored  up  by  affirmative  action  programs,  because  it  will 
never  address  the  25  percent  of  people  of  color  in  so-called 
“unskilled”  occupations,  much  less  the  unemployed. 
Albelda  added  that  women  in  the  bottom  rungs  of  the 
employment  ladder  in  this  country  are  currently  being  “de¬ 
skilled,”  in  effect  taking  them  out  of  the  running  for  com¬ 
parable  worth  pay  increases. 

Meizhu  Lui,  an  Asian  woman  from  AFSCME  1489, 
Boston  City  Hospital,  Union  Members  for  Jobs  and 
Equality,  and  Women  of  Color  Unified,  was  the  final 
panelist.  Lui  criticized  the  grading  system  comparable 
worth  employs,  calling  for  new  criteria  with  which  to 
evaluate  jobs:  know-how  rather  than  “skill,”  the  ability  to 
work  in  a  team  and  care  for  people  rather  than  supervisory 
experience. 

Noting  that  women  of  color  do  not  have  access  to  the 
education  needed  to  obtain  skills  evaluated  under  com¬ 
parable  worth,  an  audience  member  commented  that 
“business  has  an  interest  in  not  having  educated  youth” 
who  could  eventually  demand  more  money. 

And  finally,  suggesting  a  challenge  to  the  very  idea  of 
evaluating  the  “worth”  of  a  job,  Albelda  asked,  “[Com¬ 
parable  worth]:  compared  to  what?”  Yet,  she  did  not  go  on 
to  argue  against  a  system  which  sets  up  a  hierarchy  of 
worth.  Albelda  did  mention  full  employment  at  one  point, 
but  only  in  passing,  as  an  idea  that  could  not  be  taken  up  in 
the  workshop.  No  other  panelists  or  audience  members 
argued  for  a  system  that  would  compensate  workers  on  the 
basis  of  need. 

Similarly,  the  issue  of  the  interests  of  business,  and  in¬ 
deed,  the  state’s  interest,  in  a  cheap  labor  supply,  received 
no  further  discussion.  The  workshop  concluded  with  the 
reiteration  of  the  belief  that  comparable  worth  is  a  valuable 
strategy  to  be  pursued  by  women  of  color. 

“Lesbian  Rights  and  Issues  in  the  Workplace,”  the  only 
session  designated  to  deal  with  lesbians  at  all,  narrowly 
focused  on  job  discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
preference.  The  workshop  did  not  discuss  problems 
specific  to  lesbians,  but  dealt  genetically  with  gay  people, 
ignoring  the  fact  that  lesbians  are  women,  for  whom 
homophobia  is  but  one  of  many  workplace  issues. 
Discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sex,  pay  inequity,  sexual 
harassment,  and  the  lack  of  affordable  childcare  were  never 
addressed. 


State  officials  took  their  turn  at  bragging  about 
how  many  women  they  had  'placed'  this  year, 
while  activists  detailed  community-created 
programs  that  are  just  beginning  to  meet  a  fraction 
of  the  needs  of  poor  and  immigrant  women. 


Brenda  Hamlett,  the  director  of  Roxbury’s  WEAVE  — 
Women’s  Educational  and  Vocational  Enrichment  —  and 
also  a  Black  woman,  concurred  with  Pina’s  list  of  obstacles  to 
employment  training  for  women,  concluding  that  the  greatest 
obstacle  of  all  is  the  male  bias  of  government  programs. 

Despite  the  strong  testaments  to  state  inadequacy  by  the 
three  community-based  panelists,  however,  the  final 
scheduled  speaker,  Pam  Barry,  executive  assistant  to  the 
director  of  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare,  congratulated 
her  department  for  placing  record  numbers  of  women  in  jobs. 
When  asked  by  tm  audience  member  to  describe  the  kinds  of 
jobs  women  from  her  program  were  now  working  at,  Barry 
replied  that  the  details  were  in  a  report  recently  issued.  When 
further  pressed,  she  said  she  believed  the  job  placements 
paralleled  those  for  women  at-large,  with  the  majority  in 
clerical  and  service  work. 

Following  the  scheduled  presentations,  several  state 


Moderated  by  Sue  Hyde,  the  panel  consisted  of  Peg 
Lorenz,  lobbyist  for  the  Mass.  Gay  Political  Caucus, 
Katherine  Triantafillou,  attorney  for  fired  lesbian  Christian 
Science  Monitor  writer  Chris  Madsen  (See  GCN,  Vol.  13, 
No.  8),  and  Lee  Swislow,  a  labor  activist  and  member  of 
the  executive  board  of  SEIU,  local  285. 

Lorenz  focused  on  legislative  means  to  redressing 
discrimination,  including  the  successful  passage  of  human 
rights  ordinances  in  Boston  and  Cambridge.  She  noted  that 
these  ordinances  have  few  teeth,  and  that  the  state  les- 
bian/gay  rights  bill  failed  dismally  this  year  in  the 
legislature  while  a  non-binding  resolution  to  ban  les- 
bian/gay  foster  parents  won  overwhelming  approval. 
Ironically,  given  the  lack  of  successes  and  the  failure  of  so- 
called  “friends”  in  the  legislature  to  come  through  on  key 
votes,  Lorenz  claimed  she  has  been  “radicalized”  by  elec- 
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Community 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  the 
editor.  If  possible,  they  should  be 
TYPED  and  DOUBLESPACED, 
and  where  possible  limited  to  five 
typed  pages.  They  should  be  sent  to: 
Community  Voices,  GCN,  167  Tre- 
mont  St.  #5,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


GCN  Job  Openings 

GCN  is  currently  accepting  applica¬ 
tions  for  the  following  full-time  posi¬ 
tions.  We  welcome  inquiries  about  these 
jobs. 

Design  Director  (available  on  or  before 
January  1986):  Establish  overall  design 
of  the  paper,  and  oversee  the  layout  and 
proofreading  functions  on  production 
night.  Design  (or  assign  to  volunteer  ar¬ 
tists)  front  cover,  centerspread  art¬ 
work/layout,  and  book  supplement 
graphics,  as  well  as  promotional 
brochures,  leaflets,  etc.  Qualifications: 
Strong  graphic  design/art  skills. 
Familiarity  with  type  specifications, 
knowledge  of  printing  techniques  and 
previous  related  experience  preferred. 

All  positions  require  a  commitment 
to  gay/lesbian  liberation,  feminism, 
anti-racist  politics,  and  the  collective 
decision-making  process. 

Promotions/Classified  Ad  Manager 
(available  on  or  before  January  1986);  Use 
direct  mail  marketing,  exchange  ads, 
renewal  campaigns  and  other  strategies 
to  increase  subscription  and  newsstand 
sales  of  the  paper.  Process  and  lay  out 
weekly  classified  ads.  Qualifications: 
Strong  writing,  administrative,  creative 
and  organizational  skills.  Previous  pro¬ 
motions/marketing  experience  helpful. 

Salary /Benefits:  $150/ week  and  fully 
paid  health  and  life  insurance,  sick  time 
and  three  weeks’  paid  vacation.  Each 
position  offers  the  staff  member  respon¬ 
sibility  for  his/her  own  job,  with  some 
flexible  hours'  and  ample  room  for  in¬ 
novation. 

To  apply,  please  send  resume  and 
cover  letter  immediately  to:  GCN  Search 
Committee,  Gay  Community  News,  167 
Tremont  Street,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA 
02111. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color  are  par¬ 
ticularly  encouraged  to  apply. 


cry  for  yourself! 

Dear  GCN, 

As  one  who  has  been  getting  GCN  for  many 
years.  I’ve  got  something  to  say  that  may  be  of  in¬ 
terest  to  everyone,  inside  and  out. 

Each  time  the  GCN  arrives,  I  read  it  from  front 
to  back.  I  see  small  articles  in  the  “Community 
Voices”  from  prisoners  saying  that  they  get  no 
responses  from  the  gay  groups  outside.  How  do 
you  think  that  makes  everyone  else  locked  up  feel 
and  think? 

As  an  activist  here  I’ve  wrote  to  “all”  the  gay 
organizations  Gist  furnished  by  GCN)  and  have 
also  experienced  the  same  frustration  and  confu¬ 
sion  when  1  don’t  get  a  reply,  and  I  think  crazy 
thoughts  about  why  they  don’t  answer,  why  they 
don’t  even  say  “something!”  Then  1  start  to  think 
abut  how  it  was  when  I  was  out  there.  Did  I  write 
to  any  prisoners?  Did  1  try  to  help  any  prisoner 
who  was  lonely  or  being  harassed  or  beaten?  Did  I 
march  or  picket  any  prison?  NO!  1  was  too  busy 
running  the  streets  and  didn’t  care  about  anything 
except  my  lover  and  myself.  Oh  yeah,  I  remember 
going  to  bail  some  guys  out  of  jail,  some  “nellie 
queens”,  laughing  at  them  as  they  tried  to  hide 
their  faces  in  the  early  morning  light. 

But  that  was  it.  I  did  it  because  they  lived  near 
us  and  some  were  friends.  And  then  when  I  hit 
prison,  not  a  single  “friend”  wrote  or  accepted  a 
call  so  I  could  talk  to  them.  So  1  got  in  bed  and 
pulled  up  the  blanket  over  my  head  and  cried.  Not 
because  of  the  stupidity  of  their  excuses  or  my 
loneliness,  but  because  of  my  own  stupidity,  my 
own  selfishness,  my  own  self-destruction! 

1  learned  a  lesson,  and  when  another  gay  per¬ 
son  came  here  and  needed  help,  I  helped  if  I 
could.  I  don’t  claim  to  be  a  bad-ass  or  a  good 
fighter,  but  1  do  stand  on  my  own  two  feet  with 
my  gay  head  held  high. 

So  if  you  want  to  cry,  don’t  cry  for  those  inside 
or  outside,  cry  for  yourself! 

With  love  and  pride  always, 

Anthony  T.  Smith  (the  old  rhino) 

71437  Camp  J 
Angola,  LA  70712 


protest  aids 
harassment 

Dear  GCN: 

I  would  like  to  relate  the  events  occurring  since 
the  pigs  found  out  about  my  last  letter  to  you. 

Yesterday  the  results  of  my  blood  test  for  AIDS 
came  back  negative.  However,  I  have  had  a  loss 
of  weight  of  15  lbs.  in  two  months.  I’ve  a  severe 
cough  and  vomitting.  I  told  my  boss  at  work  that 
I  was  sick  and  would  he  get  me  some  medical  at¬ 
tention.  He  came  back  and  told  me  that  the 
hospital  could  not  see  me  that  day  but  to  get  on 
sick  call  next  morning. 

Next  day  1  signed  up  for  sick  call.  My  cellmate 
also  signed  up.  He  stood  behind  me  in  line.  My 
appointment  was  for  7:30am  and  my  celly’s  for 
12:15pm.  We  both  are  employed  in  the  furniture 
factory. 

At  7:30  when  I  arrived  at  the  hospital  I  was  told 
I  had  lied  about  my  work  assignment  so  I  could 
get  an  early  appointment  —  a  lie.  My  celly  will 
testify  to  this. 

As  a  result  I  am  in  the  hole  (isolation]  and  will 
probably  lose  my  job  in  industry  ($2  per  month) 
simply  because  of  their  homophobia. 

I  am  appealing  for  letters  of  protest  for  not  get¬ 
ting  medical  attention  and  for  losing  my  job. 

Brothers  and  sisters,  please  write;  Warden 
Jesse  James,  FCI  Otisville,  NY  10963,  and  also 
Norman  Carlson,  Director  of  Federal  Bureau  of 
Prisons,  Washington  DC  20534. 

Thank  you, 

Robert  MacDonald 

01419-031 

Box  1000 

Otisville,  NY  10963 


not  playing  his 
song 

Dear  GCN: 

On  Sunday,  November  16,  I  had  the  misfor¬ 
tune  to  witness  a  concert  given  by  “Bright  Morn¬ 
ing  Star”  to  benefit  GCN.  The  group’s  name 
must  be  ironic,  for  “Bright  Morning  Star”  cast  a 
dark,  ugly  cloud  over  an  anticipated  evening  of 
pleasure. 

With  the  exception  of  a  sensitive  love  song 
written  and  sung  by  one  of  the  group’s  members, 
the  concert  was  a  series  of  hate-messages  to  the 
establishment,  in  the  shallow,  self-indulgent 
tradition  of  60’s  radicalism  at  its  worst.  How 
devoted  to  the  struggle  for  gay  rights  and  human 
rights  can  a  group  be  who  find  the  death  of  young 
infants  a  suitable  subject  for  a  comic  song?  Is  the 
answer  to  ignorance  and  narrowness  in  our  socie¬ 
ty  to  satirize  the  formalities  of  education  in  a 
university,  an  environment  which,  despite  its 
many  flaws,  encourages  growth  and  learning? 
Does  a  crude  song  ridiculing  male  genitals 
counteract  the  sexual  degradation  of  women? 

I  think  that  whenever  we  succumb  to  hatred 
and  bitterness  we  degrade  ourselves  as  well  as  our 
oppressors.  The  anger  we  all  experience  as  gay 
people  living  in  a  straight  society  needs  to  be  used 
for  affirmative  personal  and  political  expression 
if  we  are  to  free  ourselves  and  advance  the  cause 
of  human  rights. 

Sincerely, 

David  LaFontaine 
Canton,  MA 


tossed  on  the 
political  garbage 
heap? 

Dear  GCN: 

Last  week,  1  renewed  my  subscription  to  GCN 
(for  the  umpteenth  time)  and  tonight  I  received 
Volume  13,  Number  18  and  the  revolting  cartoon 
by  Alison  Bechdol  entitled  “Dykes  to  Watch  Out 
For.” 

The  final  panel  depicted  an  older  woman  as  a 
“timeless  activist”  and  labeled  her  a  “Revolting 
Hag.”  Thanks  a  lot! 

As  a  60-year-old  lesbian,  open  and  active  since 
1968,  and  currently  co-chair  of  LEGACY  —  An 
Association  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Seniors  (in 
Chicago),  I  do  not  find  this  the  least  bit  amusing. 

I  wonder  about  your  (collective)  consciousness 
about  ageism.  Senior  lesbians  suffer  many  op¬ 
pressions;  e.g.,  anti-semitism,  racism,  sexism, 
poverty,  classism,  etc.  Now  it  seems  to  be 
“politically  correct”  to  put  us  on  the  political  ac¬ 
tivist  garbage  heap  by  a  so-called  progressive 
gay /lesbian  publication. 

What  can  we  expect  the  next  time  we  open  your 
pap)er? 

Renee  Hanover 
LEGACY 
PO  Box  148444 
Chicago,  IL  60614 


how  minor 
problems  views 
children 

Dear  GCN: 

In  your  August  Book  Review  (yes.  I’m  afraid  it 
does  take  this  long  to  receive  GCN  here)  Mark 
McHarry  —  in  his  thoughtprovoking  article 
about  Saul’s  Book  by  Paul  T.  Rogers  —  credits 
our  collective  with  “(having  had]  also  advocated 
children’s  rights  and/or  liberation”  tho,  primari¬ 
ly,  calling  “for  the  right  of  children  and  adults  to 
engage  in  sexually  expressed  relationships.”  This 
statement  is  in  need  of  some  qualification. 

Children’s  liberation  {and  the  liberation  of 
adult/child  relations  of  whichever  sort)  was  ac¬ 
tually  not  some  complement  but  the  very  starting 
point  for  some  members  of  that  collective.  An 
overemphasis  on  sexual  issues  —  diminishing  but 
still  present  in  /nP4,  the  last  number  by  now  — 
should  bq  seen  as  due  to  a  necesary  compromise 
with  the  majority  of  its  readers  and  financial 
backers  rather  than  the  intentions  of  its  editorial 
collective.  In  the  meantime,  that  collective  has 
been  replaced  by  an  Advisory  Board  which  now 
intends  to  continue  minor  PROBLEMS  as  an  in¬ 
ternational  quarterly  magazine  to  review 
children’s  situation  in  society  and  adult/child 
relations  from  a  radically  critical  point  of  view. 
Sexual  relations  as  a  part  of  actual  reality  will,  of 
course,  not  be  omitted  from  the  magazine’s  scope 
but  they  will  be  dealt  with  under  the  aspect  of 
children’s  desires  rather  than  those  of  adults  and 
as  a  potentially  supportive  part  of  mutually  satis¬ 
fying  and  beneficial  relationships  between 
children  and  adults.  Such  relationships,  to  my 
thinking,  have  ultimately  to  replace  as  a  norm  the 
present  struggle  of  generations  if  we  do  not  want 
to  perpetuate  fight,  hate  and  exploitation  rather 
than  peace,  love  and  mutual  respect  to  be  the 
foundations  of  human  society.  If  this' is  a  ‘child¬ 
ish’  utopia,  so  is  then  the  survival  of  the  human 
species. 

Advocating  children’s  liberation  by  pedofiles  is 
frequently  seen,  within  and  outwith  the  gay 
movement,  as  a  dishonest  front  for  furthering 
sexual  gratification.  If  this  be  so,  minor  PRO¬ 
BLEMS’  experiences  seem  to  show  that  they  are 
at  worst  slow  to  grasp  this  chance  to  make 
themselves  presentable,  thru  this  back  door,  to 
radical  politics.  Our  attempt  to  assume  critical 
stances  towards  pedofily  and  put  children’s  in¬ 
terests  first  lost  us  the  initial  support  and  financial 
backing  of  the  (now  defunct)  London  Paedophile 
Information  Exchange  (PIE)  immediately  after 
having  published  mPI,  and  our  conscious  and 
consequent  neglect  of  catering  to  their  sexual 
entertainment  and  fantasies  didn’t  win  many 
pedofile  fans  for  us  either.  Nonetheless,  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  those  still  sticking  to  us  are  pedofiles; 
how  their  ‘vested  interests’  could  dishonor  the 
political  importance  and  sincerity  of  our  aims  is 
beyond  me.  Few  causes  in  history  would  ever  have 
won  if  the  conditions  for  sustaining  them  would 
have  been  not  to  be  interested  in  their  success. 

What  makes  us  lose  (or  not  ever  gain)  sup¬ 
porters  is  not  our  acceptance  of  intergenerational 
sexuality  as  of  potentially  mutual  interest  —  it  is, 
rather,  our  belief  that  children  have  the  birthright 
to  be  accepted  as  autonomous  human  beings  and 
that  free  relations  to  them  based  on  this  under¬ 
standing  are  in  the  interest  of  humankind  at  large. 
Pedofile  groupings  in  whichever  country  are  at 
the  best  hesitating  in  accepting  this  tenet  — 
organizations  for  children’s  liberation  are  virtual¬ 
ly  nonexistent  worldwide.  This  state  of  things  is 
no  surprise  at  all.  The  great  mass  of  those  having 
genuine  vested  interests  in  children’s  liberation 
are  children  themselves,  and  it  is  the  quintessence 
of  their  oppression  not  to  allow  them  even  to 
become  aware  of  it  lest  they  should  rebel. 

The  radical  gay  movement  (and  GCN  in  par¬ 
ticular)  is,  rightly  or  not,  cautious  and  critical 
towards  pedofiles.  No  question  tho,  that  rightly  it 
embraces  related  liberation  struggles  of  women, 
people  of  colour,  the  disabled  and  all  the  other 
suppressed  ‘minorities’  we  all  are  part  of.  There  is 
no  freedom  for  any  of  us  without  freedom  for  all. 
What  about  children’s  liberation? 

Mick  Licarpa 
editor 

minor  PROBLEMS 
POB  195 

GB-LONDON  N4  4DN 


more  on  a 
poppers/aids  link 

Dear  GCN: 

In  a  copy  of  “Facts  about  AIDS,”  August, 
1985,  issued  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Health 
and  Human  Services,  Public  Health  Service, 
among  the  recommendations  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  AIDS  is  the  following: 

“Don’t  use  inhalant  nitrites  (poppers).  Their 
role  as  a  cofactor  for  Kaposi’s  sarcoma  is  being 
investigated.” 

As  far  as  I  know,  this  is  the  first  official  an¬ 
nouncement,  albeit  very  subtle,  by  the  Federal 
authorities  to  warn  people  about  the  link  between 
poppers  and  AIDS. 

Yours  truly, 

Peter  Patrick 
Washington,  DC 


Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  col¬ 
lective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of 
events  and  news  in  the  interest  of  gay  and 
lesbian  liberation.  The  collective  consists  of 
a  paid  staff  of  eleven,  a  general  membership 
of  volunteers,  and  a  board  of  directors 
elected  by  the  membership.  The  paper  is  pub¬ 
lished  weekly  (except  a  week  in  December 
and  a  week  in  August)  by  the  Bromfield 
Street  Education  Foundation,  Inc.,  a  non¬ 
profit  corporation. 

Opinions  reflected  in  “editorials”  represent 
the  views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed 
letters  and  columns  represent  the  views  and 
opinions  of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage 
all  readers  to  send  us  comments,  criticism, 
and  information,  and  to  volunteer  and 
become  members. 
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Speaking  Out - 

Of  Safe  Sex  and  Rejection 

By  Bruce-Michael  Gelbert 


There  are  two  aspects  of  the  issue  of  safe  sex  in  this  AIDS  crisis  time  that  have  occupied 
my  thoughts  and  entered  my  conversations  but  that  I  have  not  seen  discussed  in  print.  I  want 
to  share  several  experiences,  give  encouragement  and,  hopefully,  get  encouragement.  The 
matters  I  want  to  raise  overlap  and  concern  the  reactions  of  our  peers  to  current  sexual 
practices. 

I  want  to  mention  first  that  I  was  a  participant  in  the  “800  Men,”  New  York’s  Gay 
Men’s  Health  Crisis’  research  and  education  project.  For  19  intense  hours  one  October 
weekend,  gay  and  bisexual  men  participated  in  seminars  and  discussion  groups,  heard 
speakers,  did  role-playing  exercises,  viewed  videos,  and  completed  an  extensive 
questionnaire  concerning  safe  sex  guidelines,  sexual  practices  now  deemed  unhealthy,  and 
the  AIDS  crisis.  Some  of  my  experiences  during  these  sessions  influenced  what  I  write  here. 

Early  this  past  summer,  I  vacationed  in  an  American  city  popular  with  gay  male 
tourists.  At  one  of  the  bars,  I  spoke  with  a  man  staying  at  the  same  guesthouse  as  I,  and  there 
was  a  mutual  attraction.  He  asked  the  question,  once  considered  quite  crass  and  now 
seeming  not  at  all  unreasonable,  “What  do  you  do  [sexually]?”  and  I  launched  into  my  safe 
sex  rap.  He  was  striving  for  a  carefree  vacation  and  I  was  clearly  being  a  problem,  so  he  fled. 
He  made  me  think  of  the  theme  Death  in  Venice  shares  with  Jaws:  let’s  not  trouble  the 
tourists  about  the  cholera  plague/sh2u-k  problem  or  they’ll  leave.  I  was  dejected  and 
disillusioned,  but  mostly  angered.  I  was  rejected  for  doing  what  I  felt  was  right. 

I  had  a  similar  experience  in  a  largely  gay  resort  later  in  the  summer.  A  candidate  for  a 
vacation  affairette  spoke  of  his  lack  of  strict  adherence  to  safe  sex  guidelines.  I  urged 
caution.  I  cited  past  connections  to  people  who’d  developed  AIDS  as  an  incentive  to  him  to 
play  safely,  pointing  out  that  opting  for  healthy  sex  practices  would  preclude  exposure  were 
I  a  carrier.  He  avoided  me  as  a  poor  risk  for  the  rest  of  our  stay  there.  I  quickly  found  a 
fellow  New  Yorker  I  knew  would  respect  the  limits  I  observe. 

When  my  small-discussion  group  from  the  “800  Men”  weekend  held  a  reunion  at  the 
beginning  of  November,  one  of  the  men  told  a  similar  story.  He’d  met  someone  in  a  bar  and 
they  seemed  in  agreement  about  having  safe  sex  only.  When  they  went  home,  however,  the 
man  my  friend  picked  up  wanted  to  fuck,  without  a  condom,  and  when  David  refused,  the 
man  lost  interest  in  continuing. 

David  was  disappointed  but  stood  his  ground.  I’ve  held  to  my  principles  despite  the 
consequences  and  championed  the  erotic  possibilities  of  safe  sex  practices  in  many 
conversations.  The  “800  Men”  experience  perhaps  provided  encouragement  to  others 
finding  themselves  in  similar  situations.  I’d  like  to  know  if  other  GCN  readers  have  had  to 
face  the  problem  of  rejection  for  insisting  on  safe  sex  by  those  remaining  unconvinced. 

One  observes  healthy  sex  guidelines  to  avoid  contracting  or  transmitting  the  HTLV-III 
virus.  One’s  partner  or  oneself  may  have  it  in  his  system  without  knowing  it,  indeed  without 
feeling  ill.  If  one  adheres  strictly  to  safe  sex  practices,  there  should  be  no  danger  to  the  other 
if  one  partner  is  infected.  A  large  number  of  the  participants  in  the  “800  Men”  project  heard 
a  presentation  by  a  panel  that  included  people  with  AIDS,  one  of  whom  spoke  on  a  subject 
new  and  shocking  to  many  in  attendance:  people  with  AIDS  are  not  necessarily  celibate.  He 
wasn’t  speaking  of  the  kind  of  vindictive  menace  who  seeks  to  infect  the  unsuspecting.  He  is 
open  about  being  a  PWA  (person  with  AIDS)  and  scrupulous  about  following  safe  sex 
guidelines.  He  is  a  member  of  a  jerk -off  club,  the  currently  popular  looking -and-touching- 
only,  safe-sex  alternative  to  the  back  rooms.  No  one  he  has  contact  with  should  expect  to  be 
more  at  risk  from  him  than  from  any  other  gay  man. 

Prejudice  and  fear  resulting  from  rumor  and  uncertainty  make  many  people  react  with 
extreme,  irrational  hostility  to  the  thought  of  a  PWA  having  any  sort  of  sex.  With  dismay,  I 
heard  this  kind  of  hysteria  expressed  during  the  “800  Men”  weekend.  I’ve  heard  it  within  my 
own  circle  of  friends  and  was  in  fact  goaded  into  questioning  my  doctor,  a  knowledgeable 


AIDS  Action  Committee  —  16  Havitand 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02115,  536-7733. 
Education  and  support  group  for  people 
with  AIDS,  their  families,  lovers,  friends, 
and  health  care  providers.  Provides 
speakers,  conducts  forums,  rap  groups, 
hospice-trained  volunteers,  hotline  infor¬ 
mation  and  referrals.  Associated  with 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center. 

AIDS  Action  Line  —  536-7733  or  Massa¬ 
chusetts  toll-free  AIDS  hotline, 
I -800-235-233 1. 

AIDS  Action  Committee  service,  infor¬ 
mation,  referrals  and  befriending  about 
AIDS. 

AIDS  Hotline  —  Community  Infectious 
Disease  Epidemiology  Program,  City  of 
Boston,  424-5916. 

Staff  of  public  health  nurses  answer  ques¬ 
tions  about  AIDS,  make  referrals.  Col¬ 
lects  city-wide  data  from  hospitals  on 
AIDS  cases,  forvCards  data  to  Centers  for 
Disease  Control.  Officially  determines 
number  of  cases  probable  and  under  in¬ 
vestigation. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center  —  16 
Haviland  Street,  Boston,  MA  021 15, 
267-7573. 

A  gay-sensitive  health  care  facility. 
Hotline  information,  medical  work-ups, 
diagnosis,  referrals,  counseling.  Par¬ 
ticipates  in  research  efforts. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Services  — 
600  Washington  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02111,  542-5188. 

Provides  individual  and  group  therapy. 
Groups  available  for  friends  and  lovers  of 
people  with  AIDS.  (Services  provided 


without  regard  for  individual’s  ability 
pay.)  Counseling  and  HTLV-III  blood 
screening  services  for  individuals  con¬ 
cerned  with  exposure  to  the  virus 
associated  with  AIDS.  Co-sponsored  with 
Department  of  Public  Health.  (522-4090) 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Hotline  —  426-9371, 
Monday-Friday,  6:00  p.m.- 10:00  p.m. 
Provides  information  on  AIDS,  makes  re¬ 
ferrals.  Associated  with  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Services. 

Haitian  Committee  on  AIDS  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts  —  177  Harvard  Street,  Dor¬ 
chester,  MA  02124,  436-2848. 

Provides  information,  referrals,  support 
and  emergency  assistance  to  Haitians  with 
AIDS  and  their  families. 

Mayor’s  Committee  on  AIDS  —  709A 
Boston  City  Hall,  Boston,  MA  02201, 
725-3307. 

Coordinates  efforts  of  federal,  state,  and 
city  health  agencies,  produces  educational 
material,  collects  data  on  cases,  reviews 
policy.  Umbrella  organization.  Media 
outlet.  Conducts  forums  and  provides 
speakers,  distributes  AIDS  brochures,  re¬ 
ferrals. 

National  Gay  Task  Force  Hotline  — 

I -800-22 1 -7044. 

Toll-free  national  hotline  run  by  NGTF  to 
provide  information  and  referrals. 

Springfield  Downtown  Ministry/Council 
of  Churches  —  293  Bridge  Street,  4205, 
Springfield,  MA  01103-1402,  737-4125. 
Counseling  and  referrals. 


lesbian  respected  by  the  community  for  her  work  with  PWAs,  who  confirmed  the 
irrationality  of  the  fears  and  the  absence  of  risk  when  safe  sex  precautions  are  observed. 

I  raise  this  issue  because  the  idea  of  a  PWA’s  sexuality  is  one  that  clearly  takes  many 
people  time  to  adjust  to.  People  react  emotionally  to  it,  not  intellectually,  unless  forced  to 
confront  their  prejudice.  Society  is,  after  all,  just  awakening  to  the  fact  that  the  aged  and  the 
disabled  are  not  asexual,  and  this  is  a  new  hurdle.  When  people  in  mv  “8(X)  Men”  groun 
were  sounding  off  on  this  subject,  the  GMHC  group  coordinator  pointed  out  that  there 
were  PWAs  participating  in  the  project.  He  said  that  there  could  be  someone  with  AIDS  in 
the  room  and  asked  how  we  thought  they  would  feel  hearing  such  sharp  remarks.  This 
forced  people  to  examine  their  reactions  and  they  softened  considerably.  When  a  role- 
playing  session  later  that  day  had  pairs  of  people  work  out  a  scenario  in  which  a  potential  sex 
partner  reveals  he  has  an  AIDS-related  condition  (ARC),  sanity,  sensitivity  and  safety 
prevailed. 

There  are  parallels  to  be  drawn  here.  A  presumably  healthy  person  who  insists 
exclusively  on  safe  sex;  a  PWA  or  person  with  ARC  who  is  sexual  and  scrupulous;  and,  for 
that  matter,  someone  who  admits  to  having  had  safe  sex  with  a  PWA  or  person  with  ARC  — 
all  can  present  a  problem,  all  can  be  subject  to  rejection  by  peers  from  whom  we  expect 
greater  understanding.  I’d  like  to  hear  your  reactions. 

Bruce-Michael  Gelbert  is  a  GCN  subscriber  from  New  York  City. 

“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feeiings,  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  shouid  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possibie,  heid  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  GCN  staff  collective  reserves  the 
right  to  limit  length  and  number  of  signatures  in  “Speaking  Out.”  The  opinions  ex¬ 
pressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper, 
the  staff,  or  the  advertisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  1 67  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI., 
Boston,  MA  02111. 
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Stuff  an 


Envelope? 


Well  then,  we  have 
just  the  thing  to 

keep  you  off  the  streets. 

Friday  evenings  at  6. 

Do  come  by. 

167  Tremont  Street,  5th  Floor. 
On  the  Boston  Common. 


Gay  Community  News  is 
now  in  its  thirteenth  year  of 
pubiication.  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  $21.00 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 


Send  me  Gay  Community  Afews/ 


My  name  is _ Address _ 

City _ State _ Zip _ 

New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 

1  year  $29.00  $ 
25  weeks  $17.50  $ 
25  weeks/low  income  $10.00  $ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $ 

These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  for  foreign, 
including  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
which  are  greatly  appreciated. 
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toral  politics  —  resulting  in  her  conviction  that  legislative 
redress  is  a  crucial  strategy  for  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Triantifillou  noted  there  are  “few  remedies”  for  job  dis¬ 
crimination  against  lesbians,  using  the  Madsen  case  as  an  ex¬ 
ample  in  which  an  institution,  the  Christian  Science  Monitor, 
has  received  legal  sanction  for  firing  an  employee  on  the  basis 
of  sexual  preference.  Triantifillou  stressed  that  lesbian  workers 
read  their  job  contracts,  if  they  have  contracts,  and  refuse  to 
be  “trapp^”  into  answering  questions  about  their  sexuality 
unless  they  know  they  are  contractually  protected. 

In  the  most  lively  presentation,  Lee  Swislow,  a  nurse  at 
Boston  City  Hospital,  discussed  collective  bargaining  as  a 
tool  far  more  potent  against  discrimination  than  legislative 
or  legal  means. 

Swislow  stated  that  both  Boston  and  Cambridge  City 
Hospitals  have  collective  bargaining  units  and  contracts 
protecting  workers  from  discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
preference.  She  said  Boston  City’s  affirmative  action  policy 
and  bereavement  leave  and  intensive  care  visiting  clauses 
grant  rights  to  “significant  others”  while  most  such  policies 
apply  only  to  heterosexual  spouses  or  family  members. 

Workplaces  must  be  organized,  said  Swislow,  if  lesbian  and 
gay  workers  hope  to  be  similarly  protected  across  the  state. 

We  attended  two  workshops  which  focused  on  women 
and  unionization.  One,  entitled  “Massachusetts  Women  in 
Unions:  Women  and  State  Policy,”  began  with. a  historical 
presentation  by  panel  moderator  Joanie  Parker,  president 
of  the  Coalition  of  Labor  Union  Women  (CLUW),  on  the  im¬ 
proved  quality  of  life  and  higher  wages  won  by  women 
workers  through  100  years  of  striking  and  taking  to  the  streets. 

This  100  years  of  militancy  contrasted  sharply  with  the 
panelists’  presentations,  which  focused  largely  on  how  to 
maneuver  within  legal  restrictions  set  up  by  labor  laws. 
Maria  Walsh  of  the  Massachusetts  Labor  Commission  gave 
an  overview  of  legislation  affecting  the  types  of  work  en¬ 
vironments  in  which  women  tend  to  be  segregated  —  cleri¬ 
cal  jobs,  public  sector  employment,  small  workplaces. 
Walsh  described  both  state  and  federal  labor  laws,  which 
she  said  came  into  existence  both  to  “protect”  workers’ 
right  to  organize  and  “to  police  relations  between 
employers  and  unions,”  that  is,  defining  what  can  be 
fought  for  and  “the  rules  of  the  game.”  Unfortunately,  the 
rules  as  established  by  the  National  Labor  Relations  Act 
preclude  many  public  employees  and  workers  in  some  small 
enterprises  from  organizing  at  all,  though  Massachusetts 


state  labor  law  applies  to  some  categories  of  workers  excluded 
from  federal  legislation.  Workers  in  state-contracted  day-care 
centers,  for  example,  are  empowered  to  unionize  under 
Massachusetts  law  but  cannot  do  so  in  some  other  states. 

Commenting  that  day-care  workers  are  “lucky”  to  be 
covered  by  Massachusetts  law,  Nancy  DeProsse,  an  organizer 
at  day-care  centers  for  District  65,  United  Auto  Workers, 
discussed  her  union’s  largely  successful  drive  in  this  state, 
despite  the  obstacles  of  small  workplaces,  low-status  work, 
and  a  traditional  lack  of  organization  in  this  field. 

Janet  Walker  of  the  American  Federation  of  Govern¬ 
ment  Employees  spoke  about  how  federal  law  allows  U.S. 
Government  workers  to  organize  but  explicitly  forbids 
bargaining  over  pay  or  benefits.  According  to  the  law,  only 


working  conditions  are  negotiable.  Since  Walker  pointed 
out  that  four  out  of  five  federal  buildings  have  asbestos 
problems,  occupational  hazards  are  indeed  an  issue  to  haggle 
over  —  but  hardly  a  legacy  worthy  of  May  Day  and  the  Bread 
&  Roses  strike  alluded  to  earlier  in  Parker’s  presentation. 

Panel  moderator  Parker  cut  off  a  womem  in  the  audience 
who  complained  about  the  worsening  condition  of  women 
worldwide,  stressing  that  the  purpose  of  the  workshop  was 
to  come  up  with  policy  recommendations  for  the  ad- 
I  ministration. 

The  second  union  panel,  “The  Future  of  Clerical  and  Ser¬ 
vice  Work:  Unionization,”  consisted  entirely  of  union 
organizers.  Dorine  LaVasseur,  president  of  9to5’s  clerical 
union  organizing  arm,  SEIU  925;  Laura  Gang,  an  organizer 
of  hospital  workers  for  SEIU  Local  285;  and  Claire  Higgins, 
a  day-care  organizer  for  District  65,  UAW,  each  stressed  the 
need  for  grassroots  organizing,  coalitions,  and  community 
involvement,  and  seemed  to  view  the  government  as  an 
adversary  as  much  as  an  ally. 

LaVasseur  spoke  about  the  need  for  a  massive  coordina¬ 
tion  of  unions  across  the  country  in  a  push  against  Blue 
Cross/Blue  Shield,  a  vigorously  anti-union  employer  of 
50,000  workers  whose  clients  are  ironically  almost  half 
union  members. 

When  asked  what  recommendations  could  be  made  to  the 


state,  Claire  Higgins  joked  about  the  need  to  keep  sight  of  a 
radical  agenda,  suggesting  that  the  note-taker  take  back 
demands  to  the  Governor  for  “free  universal  day  care”  and 
“a  guaranteed  annual  income.”  She  also  called  for  a  pro¬ 
hibition  on  government  contracts  to  any  agency  hiring  a 
union-busting  consulting  firm. 

Commenting  on  her  own  experiences  with  organizing 
health  care  workers  during  an  era  when  hospitals  are  becom¬ 
ing  privately  owned  big  businesses  with  heavy  competition, 
and  on  a  trend  toward  for-profit  day  care  centers  mentioned 
by  Higgins,  Laura  Gang  pointed  out  that  these 
developments  reflect  on  services  available  to  people.  “These 
are  not  just  worker  issues,  but  community  issues,”  she  said. 

All  the  panelists  spoke  of  the  difficulties  of  organizing 


women  who  are  already  overextended  with  jobs  and  family, 
in  small  workplaces  with  incredibly  high  turnover  and  tradi¬ 
tional  low  status  —  especially  in  these  days  of  union-busting 
consultants  and  particularly  reactionary  labor  relations 
board  members.  But  each  had  successes  to  report. 

*  *  * 

Perhaps  because  of  middle-class  bias,  perhaps  because  of 
a  desire  to  focus  on  cultural  issues  where  gratification  is 
more  immediate,  feminist  radicals  have  rarely  put  this  much 
attention  on  workplace  issues,  leaving  them  instead  to  more 
reform-minded  feminists  and  to  non-feminist  leftists. 
Though  improving  his  image  among  women  may  have  been 
foremost  on  Dukakis’  agenda  when  he  decided  to  bankroll 
Women  in  the  Workplace,  we  can  be  thankful  that  the 
conference  brought  into  sharp  focus  many  issues  that  are 
critically  important  to  the  women’s  liberation  movement.  If 
that  movement  is  to  be  inclusive  of  working  women  of  all 
colors,  and  if  it  is  to  keep  alive  the  idea  of  liberation  in  the 
face  of  growing  consolidation  of  wealth  and  power  in  the 
hands  of  fewer  and  fewer  white  men,  the  issues  of  women  in 
the  workplace  must  be  given  high  priority. 


Workplaces  must  be  organized  if  lesbian  and  gay 
workers  hope  to  be  protected  from  discrimination. 


Give  yourself  the  gift  of  health. 


•  tree  initial  i iinsuliaiions  •  Nutritional  counseling 

•  Non-force  techniques  •  Exercise  programs 


669  Somerville  Avenue,  Somerville,  MA  02143 
Near  the  Porter  Square  T  station 

(617)  628-9547 


insurant  (■  at  tcplctl  Mt;  Si  VISA  wcltoinc 
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DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 

Suite  830  Orleans  Shopping  Plara 

50  Congress  Street  E  Orleans.  Mass  02643 

Boston,  Mass  02109  1  800  352-3185 

Coll  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Services 

Two  groups  are  now  forming  at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling 

Services  (GLCS); 

Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics 

A  time-limited  group  for  women  who  are  still  deeply  affected  by  the  family 
disease  of  alcoholism.  The  group  will  deal  with  the  issues  of  low  self¬ 
esteem;  trust  and  intimacy;  anger;  victimization;  and  relationships. 

Focus  will  be  on  tools  for  recovery  and  living. 

Friendship  &  Intimacy  for  Women 

A  time  limited  group  is  now  forming.  This  will  be  a  therapy,  support  group  in 
which  the  members  deal  with  issues  related  to  friendship  and  intimacy  in 
our  community. 

For  more  info  on  either  group,  please  call  Sarah  Davis  Smith,  M.  Div.  at 

GLCS. 

GLCS  is  a  licensed  mental  health  clinic  which  has  been  serving  the 
community  since  1971. 
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•  Rates  quoted  over  the  phone. 

*  Same  day  registration  service. 
Convenient  payment  pian. 

NO  SERVICE  FEES 
731-1015  782-0400 

Boslon/Brookline  Allston/Brighton 

Kunevich  &  Lau 

Insurance  Agency 


GAYELLOWmCES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores.  businesses,  counsetors.  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organizations,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  swilchboards.  Iherapists.  travel  agents, 
etc  .  etc  .  etc  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  loo' ) 

USA  &  CANADA  S10. 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $3.58;  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $3.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas, 
N  &  S  Carolina.  Florida,  Georgia.  Kansas,  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Louisiana.  Mississippi.  Missouri,  New 
Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto  Rico.  Tennessee, 
Texas,  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $3.50;  Connecticut. 
Delaware.  District  of  Columbia,  Maine.  Maryland. 
Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio.  Pennsylva¬ 
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SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  tor  men 
$20;  The  rest  ot  the  world  does  not  include  USA  or 
Canada,  men's  coverage  only 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station. 
NY.  NY  10014  212-929-7720.  All  books  discreetly 
by  tirst  class  mail .  your  name  kept  strictly  contiden- 
tial  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  tor  turther 
mtormation.  send  stamped  selt-addressed 
business-size  envelope  Please  contact  us  tor 
prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order  trom  Glail 
Day  Books.  648A  Yonge  St..  Toronto,  Ontario  MAY 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  tor  pricss). 

Ask  us  about  Gayeltow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain.  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 
375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Now  that  You  Have  A  Lover 

You  start  to  live  your  relationship.  Cope  with 
disapproving  parents.  Struggle  with  conflicts  over 
money,  power,  sex,  jealousy,  and  space. 

Help  is  available. 


South  End  Counseling 

Methuen:  687-4383 
Boston:  437-9643 


Dr.  |an  Rising,  DC 


380  Washington  Street,  Brighton,  MA  02135  (617)  789-4290 


FENWAT  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

K  Haviland  Sbcct 

BtMtam,  MaaMdiuacMs  02115  <617)  287-7573 


Open  Mondiy-Sahirday  Appointment  nfcesiiry  -  evenings  eviaeHe. 

tocaled  between  AiHMorium  and  Symphony  Cicen  Line  T  ttopiv 
one  Modi  west  at  Masaachuaetls  Ave.  at  Beriilee  CoBege  at  Mink. 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 

Individual,  Couple  &  Group 
Couns^lng 


RATIENTCENTERED  HEAIXH  CARE  IS  OUK  HALLMARK 

RxlMiy  •  General  Medicine  •  Fliinily  Planning  •  Wbmen’a  HeaMl 
•  GerWiics  •  Mental  Health  •  Spurta  Medicine  •  Nnlfilion  • 

Minor  Suigery  •  Sexually  TransmMed  Diaeoae  •  Dermolotogy 


Call  247-4861,  ext.  58 

520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance  Accepted 


-  24-HOUR  ON-CALL  EMERGENCY  SERVICE 

-  OPEN  TO  ALL  REGARDLESS  OF  RESIDENCE 

-  REASONABLE  FEESmAYMENT  PLANS 

-  MAIOR  INSURANCE  AND  VISA/MASTERCARD  ACCEPTED 


M  YEARS  OF  QUALITY  HEAUH  CARE  TO  BOSTONS  LESBIAN/CMT 
COMMUNITY  AND  BACK  BACK  BAYIFENWMY  STUDENT  B  ELOERUT  RESIDENTS 
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Quentin  Crisp:  Sweet,  Civil  and  Sexless 


An  Evening  with  Quentin  Crisp 
(The  Naked  Civil  Servant).  With 
Quentin  Crisp. 

By  Michael  Bronski 

After  several  years  in  the  United 
States,  the  noted  Quentin  Crisp 
has  finally  arrived  in  Boston.  The 
Quentin  Crisp  concept  first  burst 
upon  the  American  scene  in  the 
late  197()s  when  the  BBC  docu- 
drama,  based  upon  his 
autobiography  The  Naked  Civil 
Servant,  was  aired  on  public  televi¬ 
sion.  The  film  was  an  instant 
critical  and  popular  success  with 
gays  and  straights,  as  was  the  first 
American  publication  of  Crisp’s 
book.  A  year  later  the  once- 
obscure  civil  servant,  now 
wrapped  in  the  swaddling  clothes 
of  publicity,  was  laid  on  the  shores 
of  North  America.  He  began  mak¬ 
ing  promotional  tours  for  his  book 
and  then  began  a  one-man  theater 
piece  consisting  of  a  short 
monologue  and  a  second  act 
fielding  questions  from  the  au¬ 
dience.  Slight  as  the  act  may  be,  it 
has  held  up  remarkably  well  under 
the  twin  threats  of  touring  and 
over-exposure. 

Standing  amid  a  mock,  genteel 
drawing  room.  Crisp  invites  us  in¬ 
to  his  life:  or  what  passes  as  the 
stage  fantasy  of  such.  He  puffs  his 
tinted  purple  hair  and  straightens 
his  magenta  neck  scarf  and  quietly 
prepares  to  tell  us  how  to  have  a 
lifestyle  and  deal  successfully  with 
that  most  draining  of  modern  mill¬ 
stones:  freedom.  All  at  once  he 
becomes  Sister  Mary 
Quentin... and  is  more  than  willing 


to  explain  it  all  for  us.  But  what  he 
has  to  tell  us  is  not  all  that  pro¬ 
vocative,  or  all  that  new.  In 
essence,  it  is  a  how-to-win-friends- 
and-influence-people-by-only- 
being-your^e//;  that  is,  by 
creating  the  life(style)  that  best  ex¬ 
presses  the  inner  you. 

But  if  this  content  is  as  old  as 
Crisp’s  slouch  hat,  his  delivery  is 
sharp  and  sustained.  Riddled  with 
waspish  inversions  and  paradoxes, 
he  argues  with  a  gentle  wit  that  has 
talent  more  to  amuse  than  con¬ 
vince.  In  his  question-answering 
second  act,  he  responds  brightly 
and  quickly  to  all  sorts  of  ques¬ 
tions:  “Are  you  my  Aunt  Helen?’’ 
“Oh,  yes,’’  is  his  instant  reply.  “I 
am  all  of  your  Aunt  Helens.’’ 

But  the  real  question  of  the 
evening  is  never  asked  outright: 
“Who  is  Quentin  Crisp  and  how 
has  he  gotten  to  where  he  is  now?’’ 
When  Civil  Servant  was  first  pub¬ 
lished,  Crisp  was  taken  to  heart  by 
many  gay  liberationists.  His  story 
of  survival  was  both  touching  and 
stirring,  witty  and  wonderful.  He 
became  a  modern  gay  folk  hero  — 
a  mixture  between  Robin  Hood 
and  Patient  Griselda  —  and  style 
captured  a  certain  aspect  of  the 
current  political  imagination. 
What  funny  thing  happened  on  the 
way  from  being  a  sexual  revolu¬ 
tionary  to  a  theater  piece? 

It  is  quite  amazing  (alarming?) 
that  in  all  the  production  notes 


there  is  not  one  mention  made  of 
Crisp’s  being  a  homosexual.  Even 
in  his  opening  monologue,  there  is 
no  comment  concerning  the  gay 
content  of  Civil  Servant.  If  one 
didn’t  know  the  book  —  and  many 
may  not  —  one  might  wonder  who 
exactly  is  this  queen,  and  what  is 
she  doing  on  stage? 

Quentin  Crisp  has  turned 
himself  from  a  sexual  outlaw  to  a 
personality  with  such  force  and 
conviction  that  it  is  no  longer 
necessary  to  say  why  he  became 
this  famous  personality.  There  is 
certainly  no  denial  of  homosex¬ 
uality  —  in  his  books  Crisp  has  de¬ 
scribed  himself  as  not  only  a  “self- 
confessed  homosexual  but  a  self- 
evident  one.’’  Yet  on  stage  there  is 
none  of  the  threat  that  made 
Quentin  Crisp  such  an  object  of 
scorn  during  his  early  life.  He  is 
funny  and  charming,  perceptive 
and  eager  to  please:  he  is  your 
favorite  Aunt  Helen. 

During  the  question-and-answer 
period.  Crisp  said  that  he  greatly 
respected  Boy  George.  And  while 
this  garnered  a  laugh,  it  makes 
perfect  sense.  Boy  George  has 
packaged  himself  as  one  of  the 
more  “out”  rock  performers;  a 
self-acknowledged  drag  queen,  he 
made  “evident”  what  passed  for 
subtext  in  much  of  the  music 
world.  And  like  Quentin  Crisp  he 
is  outrageous,  yet  safe;  provoking. 
Continued  on  page  12 


Quentin  Crisp 


healthy  teeth...they’re  a  team  effort 

Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DOS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364  5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


•  LETTERHEADS 

•  ENVELOPES 

•  NCR  FORMS 

•  BUSINESS  CARDS 

•  TYPESETTING 

•  BINDERY  SERVICES 

•  QUALITY  2-COLOR  PRINTING 

•  BROCHURES/FLYERS 

•  HIGH-SPEED  COPYING 

•  COLLATING 

•  STAPLING 

•  GBC  BINDING 


COPLEY 

COPYYYY 

OFFSET  PRINTING  & 
/NSTANT  DUPLICATION 
392  BOYLSTON  ST.  REAR 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
617-267-9488 


FREE  PICK  UP  AND  DELIVERY 


WARD  &  LUND 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

John  P.  Ward, 

David  R.  Lund, 

Janice  Planter,  Barbara  J.  Macy 

•Criminal  Defense 
•Real  Estate  Transactions 
•Domestic  Relations 
•Discrimination 
•Probate  of  Estates 
•Defense  of  Drunk  Drivers 

•Estate  Planning 
•Business  Representation 
•Relationship  Agreements 
•Civil  Litigation 
•General  Practice  of  Law 
•Condominium  Conversion 

483  Beacon  Street,  Suite  11 

2266  Market  Street 

Boston,  MA02115 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

617-266-0760 

415-626-4224 

Active,  Goal-oriented 

Therapy  for  Anxiety 

Serving  the  community  since  1976 

For  individuals  with  anxieties  over  AIDS-related  life-style 
changes,  other  fears,  or  problems  with  shyness  or  coming 
out,  we  develop  an  individual  program  of  therapy  and  en¬ 
courage  them  to  evaluate  their  own  progress  toward  very 
specific  goals.  Our  licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists, 
social  workers,  and  psychiatrists.  For  information  call 
262-9116. 


Information-Evaluation-Referral  Service 

Insurance  accepted  _  . 

Specializing  in  short-term, 

^  problem-focused  therapy 

45  Newbury  Street,  Boston 
0&30CI0TC5  Near  the  Arlington  Street  MBTA 


JlCaryarei  TIC,  Sapre 

insurance  09yency 

Independent  Insurance  Agent  Welcoming 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community,  for  all  types  of  Insurance 


•  Same  Day  Plate  Service 

•  Low  Down  Payments 

•  Notary  Public 


•  Open  Mon.-Fri.:  9-7  PM 
Sat.  10-4  PM 


277-8187  697  Washington  Street,  Brookline  (Near  Beacon) 


COUNSELING  AND 


vm- 


CONSULTATION.  INC. 


876-4488  #  INMAN  SQUARE,  CAMBRIDGE 

OFFERING  •  individual,  couple  and  family 

therapy  for  women  and  men 

•  supervision  for 

mental  health  professionals 

•  consultation  to  organizations 

•  insurance  accepted 


Providing  service  to  the  women  s  communifySi  the  greater  Boston  oreo  since  1973 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 

'90  BOYLSTON  STREET 
lO  F.AIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON.  .MA  02199 
617-153  1500 


Stephen  Ansolabehere 

Attorney-at-Law 

Landlord/Lease  Problems 
Wills/Probate 
Real  Estate  Transactions 
Relationship  Contracts 
Estate  Planning 
Criminal  &  Civil  Trials 
Injury  Claims 
Partnerships/Corporations 
426-9244 
132  Boylston  Street 

Boston,  MA  02116 


By  Christine  Cuilfoy 

Bailus  Walker  has  been  the  Massachusetts  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  Public  Health  since  1983.  Under  his  administra¬ 
tion  the  Department  developed  a  model  HTLV-III  an¬ 
tibody  screening  program  which  is  both  free  and 
anonymous.  In  addition,  a  policy  adopted  for  school 
children  with  AIDS  resulted  in  the  first  case  in 
Massachusetts  of  a  child  with  AIDS  attending  public 
school. 

Traditionally,  health  officers  have  been  empowered 
to  take  extraordinary  steps  to  protect  the  public  health.  In 
times  of  a  health  emergency,  for  example,  a  quarantine 
may  be  ordered.  A  commissioner  may  also  regulate 
businesses  when  matters  of  public  health  are  at  stake,  for 
example,  when  the  San  Francisco  commissioner  put 
under  surveillance  and  then  regulated  sexual  activity  in 
the  city's  baths.  And  the  commissioner's  opinion  could 
become  pivotal  in  court  cases;  an  employee  who  loses  his 
job  because  he  has  AIDS,  for  example,  would  be  able  to 
point  to  the  commissioner's  statement  about  the 
transmissibility  of  the  disease  and  the  likelihood  that  it 
could  be  spread  to  other  employees  or  the  general  public. 

Walker  holds  a  Ph.D.  in  occupational  and  en¬ 
vironmental  health.  He  was  interviewed  in  his  office  on 
October  15. 

CG:  What  are  the  major  issues  facing  the  Department  of 
Health  over  the  next  five  years  concerning  AIDS? 

BW:  I  think  the  major  issues  are,  one,  insuring  that  the 
blood  supply  of  the  Commonwealth  is  safe.  Two,  I  think 
it  is  important  to  make  sure  that  the  community  has  a 
clear  understanding  of  how  this  disease  is  transmitted 
and  how  it  is  not  transmitted.  We  recognize  that  there 
has  been  a  lot  of  misinformation  out  there. 

I  would  hope  that  we  would  see  a  substantial  reduc- 


on  the  downside  of  the  curve.  I  hope  that  we  are. 

CG:  /  thought  differently.  I  had  envisioned  that  we  were 
about  two  years  behind  New  York,  where  cases  have  con¬ 
tinued  to  rise  at  a  pretty  rapid  rate. 

BW:  Well,  the  thing  we  don't  know  —  and  this  is  why  it  is 
very,  very  risky  to  predict  —  we  do  not  know  how  many 
people  who  now  show  positive  of  having  some  contact 
with  the  virus  will  develop  full-blown  cases.  And  we  do 
not  know  what  may  trigger  the  manifestation  of  the  dis¬ 
ease.  I  think  until  we  can  say  unequivocally  what  the  trig¬ 
gering  mechanisms  are,  be  it  lowered  resistance,  some 
nutritional  factor,  etc.,  I  don't  think  we're  in  a  position  to 
say  what  the  future  holds  for  Massachusetts. 

...But  I  think  we  would  be  fooling  ourselves  if  we  did 
not  prepare  for  a  worst-case  scenario.  If  we  think  there  is 
going  to  be  a  hundred,  I  would  like  for  this  department  to 
be  prepared  to  deal  with  500  cases. 

Quarantine 

CG:  Has  quarantine  ever  been  considered  here  at  the 
MDPH? 

BW:  Absolutely  not.  We  would -never  consider  such 
drastic  measures. 

CG:  Have  you  ever  investigated  the  legality  of  imposing 
quarantine  on  either  people  with  AIDS  or  people  with 
ARC? 

BW:  No.  Absolutely  not.  What  we  have  talked  about 
was  the  tools  that  the  commissioner  had  available  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  transmission  of  the  disease.  Quarantine  in  this 
department  has  been  opposed  from  the  outset.  What 
does  it  accomplish,  really?  We  do  not  know  the  period 
during  which  this  disease  is  infectious.  And  that's  impor¬ 
tant. 

If  we  are  quarantining  people,  we  need  to  know 
when  this  disease  becomes  infectious.  Otherwise  it  can¬ 
not  be  an  effective  tool.  I  think  it  will  do  more  to  run  the 
diseafse  underground.  If  there  is  an  understanding  that 
we  will  quarantine  people,  physicians  will  not  report  to 
us.  And  we  will  not  know  what  the  trend  is,  how  many 
cases,  etc.  If  we  run  it  underground,  you'll  never  know 
the  dimension  of  the  problem,  you'll  never  know  how  to 
allocate  resources.  We  do  not  want  to  put  into  place  any 


productive. 

We  are  exploring  all  the  possible  places  where  we 
can  get  educational  programs  involved.  We're  looking 
for  sites.  We'll  go  to  a  bar  and  conduct  a  session  if  that's 
where  a  large  segment  of  the  population  assembles. 

Women  and  AIDS 

CG:  I'm  interested  in  finding  out  what  we  know  at  this 
point  in  this  commonwealth  about  women  with  AIDS. 
How  many  and  what  risk  groups  they  come  from. 

BW:  The  sense  is  that  this  has  not  been  a  disease  that  has 
been  experienced  in  the  female  population.  Sure,  we 
hear  that  some  prostitutes  have  had  experience  with  the 
disease,  but  I  don't  think  it  has  been  a  major  problem 
among  the  females  of  this  commonwealth. 

CG:  Do  we  know  anything  about  what  the  anti-HTLV-lll 
rate  is  among  prostitutes  in  Massachusetts,  or  the  in¬ 
cidence  of  AIDS  in  prostitutes? 

BW:  No.  Those  numbers  I  don't  have. 

CG:  Is  anybody  keeping  track  of  them? 

BW:  I  don't  think  anybody  has  looked  at  that  particular' 
group. 

Prisoners  and  AIDS 

CG:  The  last  I  read  there  were  two  prisoners  who  either , 
have  AIDS  or  have  had  AIDS;  one  of  them  may  have  died.  i 
In  one  of  the  accounts,  the  Boston  Herald  asserted  that  all 
new  prisoners  were  being  tested  for  the  HTLV-III  an¬ 
tibody.  Do  you  know  if  that  is  the  case? 

BW:  To  my  knowledge  the  Department  of  Corrections 
[DOC]  is  not  doing  that.  That  would  be  a  major  task. 

CG:  The  Department  of  Public  Health  regulates  the  use  of 
the  test  in  this  state,  is  that  correct? 

BW:  We  do. 

CG:  So  would  you  know  about  it  if... 

BW:  We  would  certainly  be  aware  of  it,  yes.  We  were  the 
first  state  to  set  up  these  alternate  testing  sites  to  regulatej 
the  use  of  these  tests.  So  we  have  fairly  good  controls  on 
these  tests. 

CG:  If  you  were  asked  by  the  DOC  to  use  the  test  in  this 


Bailus  Walker,  Massachusetts  Commissioner  o 


UARANTINE  IS  m  WAY  TO  1 


tion  in  the  incidence  of  the  disease.  If  the  current  trend 
continues,  [by]  this  time  next  year,  the  rate  of  increase 
will  be  substantially  slower  than  now.  And  now  we're 
doubling  at  the  rate  of  every  ten  to  twelve  months. 

CG:  In  the  state  here,  not  nationwide. 

BW:  The  national  incidence  is  also  slowing.  1  just  had  a 
talk  with  jim  Mason,  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  Health 
and  Human  Services,  and  national  incidence  is  also 
slowing. 

CG:  Although  to  some  extent  that  seems  that  it  could  be  a 
statistical  artifact.  If  you  get  enough  cases,  it  becomes  in¬ 
creasingly  difficult  to  double. 

BW:  I  disagree  with  that.  1  happen  to  feel  that  this  slower 
rate  of  increase  is  a  real  one.  We've  got  a  pretty  good 
communications  system  with  high-risk  groups.  And  the 
information  comes  to  us  from  very  good  authority  that 
behavior  has  changed.  And  I  think  that  will  further  slow 
the  incidence  of  the  disease. 

CG:  At  this  time  next  year,  what  do  you  think  will  be  the 
number  of  cases  of  AIDS  in  Massachusetts? 

BW:  I  don't  know.  There  are  roughly  345  now.  I  would 
hope  that  by  this  time  next  year  we  would  not  have  more 
than  400  cases. 

CG:  400  additional? 

BW:  400  total.  Well,  let's  say  445.  100  more. 

CG:  But  did  you  say  earlier  that  the  rate  would  double 
over  a  nine-month  period? 

BW:  No.  What  I  said  earlier  was  that  last  year  the  rate 
doubled  every  six  months.  Now,  based  on  the  latest 
statistics  we  have,  it's  doubling  every  ten  to  twelve 
months.  I  would  hope  we  would  reach  a  point  where  it 
would  double  every  two  years.  Extrapolating  from  that, 
as  much  as  I  hate  extrapolation,  we'll  reach  a  point 
where  it's  doubling  every  five  and  finally  we'll  reach  a 
point  where  the  incidence  is  getting  very  low.... 

CG:  Right.  But  if  it's  doubling  every  ten  or  twelve  months 
and  we  have  345  cases  now... 

BW:  I  feel  confident  that  when  we  get  the  next  statistical 
report,  it  will  not  show  a  significant  increase  in  the 
number  of  cases  in  the  Commonwealth. 

CG:  This  is  surprising  because  we're  talking  about  a  year's 
period  and  what  you're  talking  about  is  you're  not  expec¬ 
ting  to  see  more  than  100  new  cases  over  the  next  year, 
even  though  we've  had  about  150  cases  this  year. 

BW:  We  may  have  peaked  out.  And  we  may  be  moving 


measure  that  will  prevent  or  discourage  physicians  from 
reporting  cases  of  AIDS. 

CG:  Can  you  see  any  scenario  under  which  you  would 
change  your  thinking  and  want  to  invoke  quarantine, 
either  against  a  group  or  against  a  particular  individual? 

BW:  Absolutely  not.  Absolutely  not.  Absolutely  not.  I  say 
that  from  my  experience  in  public  health. ..that  quaran¬ 
tine  has  not  worked.  Even  in  the  past,  when  we've  used 
it.  I'm  not  so  sure  it  was  effective.  It's  like  closing  the  barn 
door  after  the  cows  are  out.  We  don't  know  the  exact 
hour  and  the  day  this  disease  is  communicable.  In  many 
cases,  the  first  two  or  three  days  of  the  disease  may  be 
the  most  dangerous  period.  And  that  may  not  be  the  time 
when  we  see  all  the  signs  and  the  symptoms. 

So  you've  got  to  know  the  exact  time,  and  we  don't 
know  that.  We'll  never  know  that.  It's  useless  to  even 
talk  about  it. 

CG:  There  was  a  case  down  in  Connecticut  that  raised 
public  fear  tremendously.  You  may  remember... 

BW:  The  case  of  one  prostitute? 

CG:  Yes.  Leaving  aside  that  the  woman  was  not  diag¬ 
nosed,  do  you  think  in  that  case  that  essentially  keeping 
her  under  house  arrest  was  an  appropriate  move  on  the 
part  of  Connecticut  authorities? 

BW:  No.  I  would  put  all  the  resources  of  this  department 
to  work  to  try  to  convince  her  to  change  her  behavior. 
And  not  resort  to  house  arrest.  Those  are  1920s  and 
1930s  ways  of  controlling  communicable  diseases.  And 
they've  long  since  faded  from  public  literature. 

Regulation  of  Bars  and  Baths 

CG:  Let  me  ask  you  a  related  question.  As  you  know,  the 
City  Commissioner  of  Health  in  San  Francisco  stepped  in 
and  surveilled  public  bathhouses.  He  was  looking  for 
specific  types  of  sexual  activity  with  the  idea  that  he  was 
going  to  regulate  it.  And  in  regulating  it,  closed  it  down. 
Have  you  either  surveilled  any  public  facilities... 

BW:  No.  I've  not  surveilled  public  facilities. 

CG:  Or  would  you...? 

BW:  This  is  not  a  police  department.  We're  not  out  to 
maintain  surveillance.  We've  not  even  considered  clos¬ 
ing  down  bathhouses. 

What  you  in  effect  do  when  you  close  down 
bathhouses,  is  you  shift  the  activity  to  some  other  place. 
I'd  much  prefer  to  intensify  our  educational  efforts.  The 
bathhouses  can  be  used  as  a  forum  for  education,  let's 
use  it.  But  to  shut  them  down,  I  think,  is  really  not  that 


way,  what  would  your  opinion  on  it  be? 

BW:  I  would  not  advise  the  Commisioner  of  Corrections 
to  go  for  mass  screening.  I  think  if  there  are  reasons  to 
believe  that  a  person  may  have  been  exposed  to  the 
virus,  then  it  may  be  advisable  to  have  that  person  or  per¬ 
sons  subjected  to  the  test. 

I  think  we've  learned  from  our  screening  of  public 
health  in  general  that  these  massive  screening  efforts  are 
not  that  productive.  When  we  do  tuberculosis  screen¬ 
ing,  we  kind  of  focus  in  on  a  group  that  we  know  may  be 
at  higher  risk  than  others.  But  to  just  screen  everybody 
for  tuberculosis,  we  don't  want  to  do  that.  Or  screen 
everybody  for  diabetes  or  some  type  of  environmentally 
related  disease. 

CG:  Suppose  the  DOC  wanted  to  test  somebody  who  did 
not  want  to  be  tested,  because  they  suspect  that  he  is  an 
IV  drug  user,  for  example.  Would  that  be  an  acceptable 
scenario  for  such  a  test? 

BW:  If  they  have  strong  reason  to  believe  that  the  person 
had  direct  contact  with  the  organism,  that  that  person  is 
a  very  high  risk,  I  would  suggest  that  the  person  would  be 
tested  and  carefully  screened. 

CG:  And  then  what  would  that  tell  corrections  officials? 

BW:  I  think  it  would  tell  corrections  officials  that  here  is  a 
person  who  will  need  medical  care  at  some  point.  At 


The  information  comes  to 
us  from  good  authority 
that  behavior  has 
changed.  And  that  will 
further  slow  the 
disease....  Last  year  the 
rate  doubled  every  six 
months.  Now,  based  on 
the  latest  statistics  we 
have,  it’s  doubiing  every 
ten  to  twelve  months. 


ivhat  point  we  don't  know,  because  the  screening  is  real¬ 
ty  not  a  diagnostic  tool,  it  just  says  a  person  may  have 
5een  in  contact.  But  you  can't  just  take  that  test  in  isola- 
Son. 

There's  other  things  you  would  want  to  know  about 
that  person,  and  use  that  as  a  basis  for  determining 
tvhether  or  not  this  person  would  need  health  care.  I  say 
that  because  in  the  health  care  system  in  corrections, 
oeriodically  we  will  find  people  who  will  want  to  go  to 
jick  call,  and  correctional  officers  will  say,  "You  just 
ivant  to  goof  off,  you  don't  need  medical  care."  In  the 
:orrectional  setting  we  need  that  kind  of  information  so 
that  this  person  can  go  to  sick  call  without  having  a  con- 
Tontation  with  the  local  officer. 

CG:  Wouldn't  it  be  better  to  work  it  the  other  way 
iround,  given  that  this  test  is  not  diagnostic?  We  haven't 
vllowed  people  who  have  tested  positive  or  even 
legative  over  any  period  of  time.  We  don't  really  know 
/vhat  the  results,  be  they  positive  or  negative,  mean. 


this  as  a  criterion  for  insurance. 

CG:  When  do  you  think  an  antigen  test  [which  would 
detect  the  presence  of  the  actual  virus,  as  opposed  to  only 
the  antibody]  will  be  available,  and  would  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Public  Health  be  regulating  its  use? 

BW:  We  would  be.  How  soon  it  will  be  available,  I  don't 
know.  I  know  substantial  progress  is  being  made. 

CG:  Do  you  envision  this  as  becoming  in  any  way,  shape 
or  form  a  mandatory  test  for  food  handlers,  beauticians. 


[Quarantine?]  Absolutely 
not.  We’d  never  consider 
such  drastic  measures. 


BW:  It  was  basically  a  mistake  on  our  part.  We  were  not 
able  to  really  come  up  with  a  figure  that  we  thought 
would  be  acceptable  to  the  Legislature. 

We  had  not  put  all  the  pieces  together.  We  did  not 
know,  for  example,  all  the  elements  of  testing.  And  we 
knew  that  we  would  have  ample  time  to  put  this  in  even 
after  the  budget  began  to  move  through  the  Legislature. 

Once  the  governor  discovered  it  wasn't  in,  he  was 
furious.  But  I  can  assure  you  that  won't  happen  again. 

Public  AIDS  Policies 

CG:  What's  your  opinion  of  the  Boston  school  employee 
policy? 

BW:  The  state's  chief  concern  was  with  maintaining  con¬ 
fidentiality.  The  communication  should  be  between  the 
physician  and  the  medical  person  or  the  medical  staff.  If 
there  was  to  be  a  panel,  it  should  not  be  a  four-  or  five- 


BW:  It  would  be  one  of  several  factors  that  we  would 
lave  to  take  into  consideration  in  determining  whether 
:his  incarcerated  person  would  need  medical  attention, 
rhe  test  alone,  no.  But  if  you've  got  several  other  factors 
:hat  would  suggest  that  this  person  is  susceptible,  then 
/es. 

IG:  Do  you  think  there  is  a  possibility  of  prisoners  who 
night  be  in  high-risk  groups  that  might  test  positive  being 
solated? 

BW:  No.  Uh,  uh.  Absolutely  not.  We  have  not  supported 
quarantine  and  isolation  measures  in  this  state.  We  are 
jn  record  as  not  supporting. 

ZC:  But  if  the  DOC  were  given  permission  to  do  this  test, 
night  we  not  expect  that  they  would  say,  "Oh,  positive, 
he  person  has  AIDS"? 

BW:  No,  not  under  this  commissioner.  This  Commis- 
.ioner  of  Corrections  and  I  work  very  closely  on  these 
ssues.  You  would  not  experience  this  under  Mike  Fair. 

ZG:  Then  you  have  had  some  contact  with  the  commis- 
ioner? 

BW:  Long  before  we  identified  the  first  case  of  AIDS,  we 
vorked  with  Mike  Fair.  He  and  his  medical  people  have 

Public  Health: 


mm 


'I 


IGHT  AIDS 


been  to  meetings  of  the  Governor's  Task  Force  on  AIDS. 
The  Governor's  Task  Force  reviewed  the  prison  policy 
just  as  it  developed  and  reviewed  the  school  policy.  The 
severe  cases  of  AIDS  are  treated  at  Shattuck  Hospital 
which  is  under  the  direct  supervision  of  this  department. 

probably  communicate  more  often  with  Mike  Fair  than 
any  other  commissioner  in  the  Human  Services  agency. 

CG:  Are  prisoners  with  AIDS  in  the  general  population 
unless  they  need  hospitalization? 

BW:  Unless  they  need  intensive  care,  yes. 

CG:  Is  there  education  going  on  among  the  prison 
population,  the  guards  and  auxiliary  personnel?  If  so, 
what  kind  of  education? 

BW:  Very  extensive.  Our  people  have  talked  to  them. 
Fair  has  an  educational  program  within  the  DOC.  Whether 
or  not  it  has  reached  every  single  unit  in  the  DOC,  I  don't 
know.  But  I  think  it  has  done  a  lot  to  allay  some  of  the 
fears  and  misinformation  that  has  permeated  some  other 
services.  I  recall  when  the  police  chief  in  Provincetown 
was  giving  his  policemen  masks  and  gloves.  Mike  and  I 
had  some  discussion,  and  he  said  that  will  never  happen 
in  the  Department  of  Corrections.  I  think  that  our  guards 
fully  understand  the  elements  of  the  disease.  And  as  new 
information  comes  forward  from  researchers,  George 
Grady  [the  state  epidemiologist]  is  in  direct  contact  with 
the  corrections  people  translating  that  new  information. 

The  Regulation  of  HTLV-III  Antibody  and 
Antigen  Tests 

CG:  I'd  like  to  switch  to  testing.  Insurance,  as  you  know, 
is  a  big  concern.  If  insurance  companies  in  this  state 
wanted  to  make  HTLV-III  antibody  testing  a  pre-condition 
for  coverage,  would  they  be  able  to  do  that  given  that  you 
regulate  the  testing? 

BW:  That's  an  issue  that  I  have  not  discussed  with  the 
legal  people.  I  don't  know  what  authority  we  have  to 
prevent  insurance  companies  from  setting  criteria  for 
those  people  that  they  would  insure.  Whether  that  rests 
with  us  or  with  the  Commissioner  of  Insurance,  I  don't 
know.  I'm  going  to  have  to  beg  off  that  question. 

CG:  Can  you  tell  me  what  your  opinion  would  be  of  man¬ 
datory  testing  for  coverage? 

BW:  Well,  as  we've  said  before,  this  is  really  not  a 
diagnostic  tool.  It  says  that  a  person  has  had  contact  with 
the  virus.  It  says  nothing  about  the  stage  of  the  disease, 
ives  us  no  indication  of  whether  or  not  a  person  will 
develop  a  full-blown  case.  Until  we  know  more  about 
what  this  test  tells  us,  then  I  would  be  opposed  to  having 


etc.  ?  In  other  words,  we  have  TB  testing  that  is  mandatory 
for  some  populations.  Would  this  antigen  test  ever  be  the 
same  as  that  TB  test? 

BW:  I  don't  think  it  would  be  because  of  our  knowledge 
of  the  virus  that  transmits  the  disease.  Why  test  food 
handlers?  There  is  no  evidence  that  this  virus  can  be 
transmitted  through  food.  We  stopped  testing  food 
handlers  a  long  time  ago  for  syphilis  and  gonorrhea 
because  we  know  that  these  two  diseases  cannot  be 
transmitted  through  food.  So  why  test  food  handlers  any 
more  than  you  test  policemen  or  other  persons? 

CG:  Can  you  think  of  a  situation  where  mandatory  testing 
might  come  about? 

BW:  No,  not  really.  Based  on  what  we  know  about  this 
disease  today.  No. 

CG:  In  terms  of  the  antigen  test,  has  the  Governor's  Task 
Force  begun  to  figure  out  what  the  implications  might  be 
and  what  sorts  of  policies  have  to  be  developed? 

BW:  We've  begun  to  discuss  it.  just  as  we  had  discussed 
the  HTLV-III  testing  long  before  it  became  a  popular 
screening  test. 

We  were  raising  questions.  How  widespread  should 
the  testing  be?  Who  should  be  tested?  Where  should  it 
be  administered?  Should  it  be  in  hospitals?  Should  we 
simply  say,  if  you're  going  to  give  blood,  you'll  be  tested 
and  at  no  other  time?  Should  we  open  phone  lines  and 
say:  if  you  want  to  be  tested,  call  us  and  we'll  make  the 
test  available  to  you?  Those  are  the  kinds  of  things  we  are 
thinking  about. 

AIDS  Funding 

CG:  Let  me  ask  you  about  funding.  What  happened  last 
year  when  the  administration's  budget  had  AIDS  zero- 
funded? 


person  panel.  Those  were  the  main  concerns. 

CG:  Is  there  a  mixed  message  in  this  policy,  though?  I 
think  that  usually  when  an  employee  is  sick,  if  there  is  any 
question,  they  bring  in  a  note  from  their  doctor  saying 
they  can  work.  But  in  this  case,  we're  talking  about  a 
panel  and  people  say,  "Well,  wait  a  minute,  if  it  isn't 
spread  by  casual  contact,  why  do  we  need  a  three-person 
panel  to  decide  whether  this  person  can  come  back?"  Is 
this  a  mistake? 

BW:  Sure.  It  is,  it  is.  And  I  think  the  fact  that  New  York 
City  did  it,  others  are  trying  to  follow  in  their  footsteps. 
We  don't  think  it's  the  right  thing  to  do.  You  don't 
establish  a  panel  when  somebody  tells  you  that  they 
have  pneumonia,  or  have  a  liver  disease,  or  cancer.  So 
why  a  panel  for  this  disease? 

CG:  What  do  you  think  is  the  ideal  policy? 

BW:  I  think  the  ideal  policy  is  for  the  school  physician  to 
know  about  the  person  who  has  this  disease,  because 
there  might  be  periods  when  people  would  be  off  work. 
And  every  effort  must  be  made  to  keep  that  information 
confidential. 

CG:  As  you  know,  the  gay  community  is  concerned  about 
private  employers.  Are  you  developing,  or  would  you 
consider  developing,  a  model  that  private  companies 
could  use  so  that  they  would  know  how  to  treat 
employees  with  AIDS? 

BW:  Yes.  We  have  on  our  drawing  board  several  policies 
that  have  not  been  brought  to  full  fruition.  We  don't 
want  to  make  too  much  fuss  about  this  until  we  get  it  into 
place. 
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The  1985  Gay  Community  News  Sustainer  Program 


Health  care  costs  are  skyrocketing.  So,  for  1985  the  GCN  Sustainers 
will  offer  to  offset  the  increase  in  health  insurance  premiums  in 
GCA/’s  health  plan  —  a  comprehensive  health  package  offered  by 
Workers  Trust,  the  member-owned  and  -operated  cooperative  that 
underwrites  health  insurance  for  alternative  businesses  throughout 
the  U.S. 


(f^  Your  pledge  (minimum  $120  per  year)  brings  you: 

•  a  one-year  subscription  to  GCN 

•  the  quarterly  Sustainer  newsletter 

•  an  invitation  to  the  Annual  Sustainer  Party 
(a  GCN  potiuck  extravaganza) 

•  two  introductory  gift  subs  to  give  to  your  lover,  friends,  ex-lover,  boss,  relatives 
or  anyone  eise 

•  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  you  are  heiping  keep  GCN  alive  and  healthy  as  it 
moves  through  its  second  decade. 


r 


Dear  Sustainer  Committee: 

Yes,  I  want  to  make  the  difference  in  1985i 

_ Enclosed  is  my  pledge  for  1985  of _ $1000 _ $500 _ $250 _ $150 _ $120 

_ I  want  to  pledge  $ _ for  1985  to  be  paid  in _ 2 _ 3 _ 4  installments. 

Enclosed  is  my  first  pledge  of  $ _ . 

Name  _ 

Address  _ 

City  _ 

_ ^This  is  a  new  address. 

Note:  If  you  would  like  to  send  a  gift  6-week  subscription  to  two  people  (friend,  lover,  ex-lover,  boss,  etc.),  please  fill  out  the 
following.  We'll  send  a  note  letting  them  know  you're  the  one  to  thank/blame. 

Name _  Name _ 

Address _  Address _ 

_ Zip _  _ Zip _ 


Happy  GCN  staffer  after 
being  hit  by  a  truck  —  at  no 
cost  to  himself. 


Please  mail  this  coupon  and  payment  to;  GCN  Sustainers,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

Thank  you  for  your  support. 

All  contributions  to  the  GCN  Sustainer  Program  are  fully  tax  deductible. 


J 


STANHOPE 

'—FRAMERS—* 

Specialists  in  classic  contemporary  framing 

Natural  Wood  Frames  FrameMica*  in  36  Colors 

Welded  Brass  &  Aluminum  Nielsen®  Aluminum  Frames 

Round  Corner  Frames  Custom  Plexi-Boxes 

Gold  Leaf  and  Silver  Leaf  Frames 


Personal  attention  and  service 
to  individuals,  artists  and  galleries 
for  over  eleven  years 

Finely  and  individually  crafted 
in  Museum  Standard  Materials 


Please  visit  both  our  locations 

411  Marlborough  Street  269  Somerville  Avenue 

At  Massachusetts  Avenue  in  Union  Square 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02115  Somerville,  MA  02 143 

262-0787  by  appointment  only 

666-2000 

MasterCard  and  Visa  accepted. 


North  St 


nema^ 


JOHN  GRAVES 
Ph.D.,  L.S.W. 


Phone 

266-201 


69 


Counseling  & 

Psychotherapy 

42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  MA  022  !■«; 


(7^  UTUCCS 
oi  rcy  WEST 


—  THE  GUESTHOUSE  — 

Providing  distinctive  accommodations  since  1978 

725  White  St.  (at  Petronia),  Key  West,  FL  33040 
305/294-7381 


S 


Gabriel  Brooke,  Innkeeper 

Qobrid's 

apartments  &  guest  rooms 
for  women  &  their  friends 


Open  Year  Round 
Cable  TV  &  Coffee 
Hot  Tub  &  Sun  Deck 
In  the  Center  of  T own 


(617)  487-3232 
104  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown.  MA  02657 
O 


Allegro  Productions  Presents 


mmm 

Uttia 


Saturday 


fECEMBER 


7  8, 


PM 


fiFST  AND  Second  Church  av  Boston 

66  MAfUBOROUGH  STREET 


Tickets  ^3 


Music,  Red  Book.  ConceVt  ChargHfQTIIIS)^^^^ 
Allegra,  P.O.  Box  469,  Cambridge,  MA  02238 

For  more  info  calk  (61 7)  547-1378 
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bagly 

the  boston  alliance  of  gay 
and  lesbian  youth 


The  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  meets  weekly 
on  Wednesdays.  Women’s  Group 
meeting  is  at  6:00  p.m.,  new  person’s 
meeting  is  from  6:30-7:30.  The  general 
meetings  and  group  discussions  are  from 
7:30-9:00  p.m.  For  interested  youth  22 
and  under.  G)me  by  any  Wednesday  to 
Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  Street 
(Beacon  Street)  or  call  for  info: 
497-8282. 


Gay  Community  News 
ADVERTISING 
REPRESENTATIVE 

This  is  an  excellent  position  for  someone 
seeking  part  time  work  on  a  free-lance  basis 
(20%  commissionf  with  a  friendly  and 
progressive  organization.  You  must  be 
responsible,  assertive,  and  knowledgeable 
about  GCN  (or  williirg  to  learn). 

Call  Laurie  Sherman  426-4469 


1080  BELMONT  STREET 

WATERTOWN.  MA  02172  489-4047 


HAIR  SKIN  NAILS 
MEN  AND  WOMEN 


Gay  Operated  Doug  &  Jay  Minutes  from  Rt.  128  &  Mass.  Pike 


I - - - 

RENEWING  OR  REVIEWING? 
CALL  HERE 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 


Call  us: 

739-7832 

25  Huntington  Avenue, 
Room  331 ,  Boston 


MassBay 

COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 


RED  SUN  PRESS 

94  Green  Street  •  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 


HIT  j 


Red  Sun  Press  does  high  quality 
offset  printing  and  provides 
typesetting  and  layout  services. 

We  are  a  union  shop  and  are  part 
of  the  movement  for  political,  economic 
and  social  change. 


Call  for  an  estimate,  524-6822  •  M-F  9:00-5:30 


How  much  do  we  know 
about  each  other? 

Are  we  worlds  apart? 

Connexions^' 

An  International  Women’s 
Quarterly  of  news,  analysis,  and 
interviews  translated  from 
the  international  feminist  press. 


Subscribe  New! 

Annual  Subsciiption  $12 
Canada  and  Mexico  $14 
Overseas  $14  surface 
$20  airmail 

Connexions 

4228  Telegraph  Avenue 
Oakland,  CA  94609 
654-6725 


GotoSi^unch!' 


Nancy  Greenwood  Smith 
INSURANCE  AGENCY,  INC. 

Focusing  on  women’s  insurance  needs, 
both  personal  and  professional 

40  Hampshire  St.,  Lawrence,  MA  01840  (617)  683-7676 


-Floram  Travel,  Inc. - 

1-800-524-2143 

All  Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 
No  Service  Charges 
Lowest  Prices 


Low 
Low  Low 
Rates  on 
Air-Hotels- 
Cars  &  Ships 


Exotic  Ports 
Exciting  Cruises 
Romantic  Resorts 


"DONT  ASK  QUESTIONS,  JUST  G0&  ENJOY 


Michael  Feingold 
The  Village  \toice 


TRIANGLE  THEATER  CX)Mf^Y 


LMNG  LEG-ENDS 


TWO  WEEKS  ONLY!! 


December  4-7  &  10-14 
8:00  Curtain 

The  'Paramount  Penthouse'  Theater 
58  Berkeley  St. 

(in  the  South  End) 

Tickets  $12.00 

“Towering  madness... 
consummate  silliness" 

-  New  York  Native 

Call  353-0434  for  Reseivations 

TICKETS  ALSO  AVAILABLE  AT  THE  BOSTIX  BOOTH  IN  FANEUIL  HALL 
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REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 

Best  Auto  Mechanic 


J&S  Automotive 

277  Northampton  Street 

Boston  


It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage, 
but  there  are  aU  these  weird  little 
things  about  it  Reggae  music  is 
blasting  away,  signs  for  political  and 
union  meetings  are  taped  up.  the 
mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and 
Si.metimes  it's  hard  to  find  anyone  m 
charge  J&S  has  been  Boston  s  hip 
pest  garage  for  years  and  years  and 


for  the  last  few  years,  it's  also  been 
Iheoest  Even  when  they  didn  !  know 
how  to  fix  everything,  they  never 
cheated  anybody  or  covered  up  So, 
over  the  years  they  kept  learning  new 
makes  and  new  techniques,  and  now 
can  repair  about  anything  Their 
speciality  IS  still  the  prepotiution 
equipment  on  Dodge  Darts  and 
Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics  of 
reliability  But  they  re  ready  for 
anything  and  did  most  of  the  work  on 
the  antique  vehicles  for  the  movie 
The  Brinks  Job 


(Reprinted  from  Real  Paper  'Best  of  Boston.  "  Fall.  1980} 

BODY  WORK  TOO 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE,  277  Northampton  St. 

One  Block  From  Mass  Ave  Busline  267-0300 


SAFER  SEX 

with  MAN-TO-MAN  Condoms 

Specifically  Designed  for  the;,  Gay  Man 


□  1  box  of  3  @  $4.50  □  5  boxes  of  3  $21.00 

NJ  residents  add  6%  sales  tax 

Name _ 

Street _ _ 

City. _ . ,  _ State _ _ Zip _ 

i£^uxix.‘Owru.d 

CHOICES  PO  Box  104)  •  Lambertville,  NJ  08530 


Pact 


Referrals  to  Lawyers  who  Charge 
Reasonable  Fees  Based  on  Your  Income 


National  Lawyers  Guild 
Lawyer  Referral  Service 

617-227-7008 

Monday-Friday  1  PM-5  PM 


®t|rJ^atrbanka3mt 

Jfftnr  ArrommohatianB 


We  offer  a  warm,  congenial  atmosphere. 
Our  rooms  have  working  fireplaces,  private 
baths  and  period  furniture. 


Join  us  for  our  Sunday  champagne  brunch 
and  our  turkey  dinner  on  Thanksgiving 
Day. 


90  Bradford  Street,  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-0386  Don  Graichen,  proprietor 


SOUTHERN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 
HEALTH  CENTER 

affiliated  with  the  Brigham  &  Women’s  Hospital 

•  Adult  Medicine  •  Pediatrics 

•  Obstetrics  &  Gynecology  •  Nutrition/WIC  Program 

•  Podiatry  •  Mental  Health 

•  Family  Alcoholism  Program 

Evening  hours,  convenient  to  public  trans. 

Sliding  scale  available,  all  health  insur.  accepted. 
Spanish  spoken. 

687  Centre  St.,  Jamaica  Plain  —  522-5900 


Quentin  Crisp 

Continued from  page  7 

yet  not  provocative.  It  is  the 
triumph  of  style  over  sexuality. 
Both  Crisp  and  Boy  George  have 
found  a  safe  way  to  be  openly  gay: 
by  removing  the  sex,  they  have  re¬ 
moved  that  threat  from  homosex¬ 
uality. 

The  poii^l^of  Quentin  Crisp’s 
talk  was  to  urge  us  to  “know  who 
we  really  are,:”  to  create  a  life,  and 
a  style,  around  which  to  manifest 
ourselves,  within  that  life  and 
style,  as  much  as  possible.  When 
questioned  he  said  that  he  has  not 
modeled  himself  upon  anyone,  not 
even  Oscar  Wilde.  In  fact,  he  held 
that  Wilde,  for  all  of  his  style,  did 
not  know  his  life  —  who  he  was  — 
very  well.  And  it  is  true,  Wilde  at¬ 
tempted  to  hide  his  life  —  especial¬ 
ly  the  sexual  aspects  of  it  —  behind 
his  style,  rather  than  explore  and 
expand  it.  Wilde  was  eventually 
punished  by  society  for  living  his 
outlaw  sexuality  as  well  as  for  try¬ 
ing  to  hide  it.  His  writing  and  wit 
contained  an  edge,  a  prod  at  social 
conventions  betraying  the  resent¬ 
ment  he  felt  at  having  to  hide. 

One  hundred  years  later  things 
are  different.  If  Wilde’s  high  road 
to  style  functioned  with  a  bite, 
Crisp  takes  the  low  road  to  charm 
and  sooth.  It’s  a  sign  of  the  times 
that  there  has  been  such  a  radical 
change  in  what  is  essentially  the 
same  style. 

An  Evening  with  Quentin 
Crisp  is  thoroughly  enjoyable  as 
theater.  If  the  material  is 
sometimes  slight,  it  is  more  than 
bolstered  by  Crisp’s  charm  and 
delivery.  Crisp  would  have  us 
believe  that  he  is  an  example  of 
nothing  more  than  himself,  a  self- 
created,  self-defined,  literary  man. 
But  watching  him  on  stage,  and 
knowing  his  life  through  his 
books,  it  is  hard  to  remove  the 
context  which  surrounds  him,  and 
all  gay  people.  Feneath  the  self- 
effacement  there  is  another  story: 
one  that  is  hidden  with  a  style 
which  suits  our  times. 


0 


TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF  I 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
|AI«x8nd«r  B«f1(m»n,  Priton  Memo/rs  of  an  \ 
Knarehittl 


jitTT.. 


rtitMMMiiiittttn  I 
lllllllflWfiniTt*'  I 


Attractive,  warm,  understanding,  with 

I  a  very  good  personality,  would  like  to 
meet  women  who  are  serious,  and  do 
not  want  to  play  games.  Carrie 
McLEAN,  Box  535,  Jessup  MD  20794 
I'm  a  20  yr  old  female  seeking  a 
female  friend.  1  enjoy  writing  and  out¬ 
door  sports.  I’m  very  understanding, 
mature,  honest  and  open-minded.  I 
like  animals,  wildlife  and  am  very 
lonely  for  a  friend.  Teresa  TANKERS- 
LEY,  488714,  Box  8540  (No.491),  Pem- 
broke  Pines  FL  33024. _ 

!  Female,  young  36,  seeks  penpals  of 

varied  backgrounds.  Interests  in¬ 
clude,  but  not  limited  to  literature, 
writing,  medicine,  law,  and  people  in 
general.  Susan  ALDRICH,  PO  Box  99, 

I  Framingham  MA  01701, 

TEXAS  JAILHOUSE  LAWYERS  PRO¬ 
JECT  forming.  For  into  write  the  Com¬ 
mittee  for  Prison  Reform,  Box  52717,  \ 
Houston  TX  77052. 


GCN  GA  Y  AND  LESBIAN 
PRISONER  PROJECT 
We  send  free  papers,  books  (when 
they  are  donated  and  money  for 
postage  is  available),  and  run  free 
penpal  ads.  (There’s  sometimes  a 
long  waiting  list  because  of  limited 
space.)  As  we  get  more  volunteers 
we’ll  be  looking  for  other  ways  to 
make  the  connections  between  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  behind  bars  and 
those  of  us  on  the  outside.  If  you  can 
help  with  your  time  or  a  contribu¬ 
tion  of  mainly  gay  paperbacks  or  of 
money),  we  are  at  167  Tremont, 
Boston,  MA  02 III ■  THANKS! 


SEATTLE  GAY  NEWS  will  ac¬ 
cept  penpal  ads  from  prisoners 
on  as  space  available  (!)  basis 
from  Wash,  Oregon  and  Idaho 
prisoners.  Write  to:  Seattle  Gay 
News,  704  E.  Pike  St.,  Seattle 
WA  98122. 


PEOPLE  ORGANIZED  TO  STOP 
RAPE  IN  PRISON  (POSRIP) 
POSRIP  needs  people  to  write 
prisoners  who  have  been  raped  and 
who  are  now  sexual  slaves  or  in  pro¬ 
tective  custody;  also  needs  people  to 
communicate  to  media  people  they 
know  to  tell  the  story  of  rape  in  con¬ 
finement.  Other  needs,  see  News 
Note,  page  2. 

Senile,  moral  apostate,  secular 
humanist,  poetic  terrorist,  anarchist 
style,  bi-  and  into  kids’  lib  movements 
looking  for  others  of  similar  pro¬ 
clivities.  Can  write  POWs  in  about  28 
states.  Hank  PURCELL  Jr,  84C  357, 
Box  149,  Attica  NY  14011. _ 

Lonely  male  serving  lengthy  sentence 
would  like  to  correspond  with  anyone 
that  has  room  for  me  in  their  life.  I  en¬ 
joy  poetry  (reading  and  writing),  work¬ 
ing  out,  collecting  pictures  and 
postcards  of  the  surf.  David  Scott 
HALFOND,  .364727,  Rt  3  Box  59, 
Rosharon  TX  77583. _ 

Handsome  man  seeks  cor¬ 
respondence  from  any  desirable  in¬ 
dividuals.  I’m  sincere,  realistic,  and 
caring.  Need  someone  to  reach  the 
ultimate  limit  with.  Marvin  MILLER, 
181-353,  Box  511, Columbus  OH  43216 

Young  man  in  need  of  someone  to  share 
all  this  bottled  up  love  with.  Will  answer 
all.  Merrill  SYMONDS,  A-0 17421,  Box- 1 
158  (H-8641,  Lowell  FL  32663 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


PRISONERS  WRITING 
PRISONERSI 

States  that  DO  (usually)  let 
prisoners  write  other  prisoners 
(though  you  may  have  to  get  per¬ 
mission)  are:  Ver,  Mass,  NY,  Fla, 
NJ,  Miss,  Ohio,  Penn,  N.Car., 
Kan,  Tex,  Col,  New  Mex.,  Ariz, 
Cal,  Ore,  Mont,  Wash,  Lou,  Neb, 
Mary.  (In  some  of  these  you  can’t 
write  others  in  the  same  state) 

States  that  DON’T  (or  only 
with  difficulty)  allow  prisoners 
to  write  other  prisoners  are: 
Iowa,  Okla,  Nev,  Idaho,  W.Vir, 
Wyo,  Tenn,  Wise,  Ind. 

Please  send  us  additions  and 
corrections.  THANKS! 


pouccmt^) 

t-  HAP  rry  AKftEST 
^iAivsglF  / 


SELF-HELP  LITIGATION  MANVAlA 

Includes  chapters  on  legal  research^ 
outline  of  the  legal  system;  overview  of\ 
prisoners  rights;  actions,  remedies  and\ 
I  defenses;  how  to  litigate  in  federal  court;  f 
I  parole;  federal  post-conviction  remedies; 

1  detainers;  civil  rights  forms;  law  library 
[requirements;  and  MORE!!  Available\ 
I  from  the  publisher  for  $14  to  prisoners  I 
1  (including  postage):  Oceana  Press,  75  [ 
Main  St.,  Dobbs  Ferry,  NY  10522. 


El 


J/i 


I  The  Adm.  here  has  finally  approved  I 

my  purchase  of  a  small  personal  com- 1 
puter.  Any  GCN  readers  have  info  or  I 
I  offers  of  used  machines,  please  let  I 
I  me  know.  (GCN  Prisoner  Proj.  Note: 
Ed  Is  definitely  OK;  ‘heavy  duty 
political  gay  prisoner’  (!)]  Ed  MEAD,  | 
251397,  Box  777,  Monroe,  WA  98272. 
Gay  man  into  mature  intelligent  con- 1 
versation,  meeting  people,  traveling, 

I  sports,  music,  going  for  love,  walks, 
looking  to  meet  another  gay  male 
I  who  wants  a  long  relationship.  An¬ 
thony  HOUSE,  034521,  Box  1100 1 
(1679),  Avon  Park  FL  33825. _ 

Would  like  to  meet  male  or  female,  for  I 
friendship  and  love,  any  age.  Must  be  ; 
into  S&M;  if  not,  OK.  Write:  Gary  LI¬ 
SLE,  076232-B-177,  Box  500,  Olustee  ! 
FL  32072. 


I  Would  like  to  write  to  gays,  bi's,  and 
I  TVs.  I’m  into  SM  and  GS.  I  like  taking 
I  em  up  my  sweet  little  bum.  I  like  art,  car 
I  racing,  and  rock  'n  roll.  Looking  for  pen¬ 
pals  (good  friends).  All  races.  Cannot 
I  write  to  other  prisoners.  Philip  MOR-  i 
RELL.  50011  (2-A-l),  818  Jefferson  Ave, 
Moundsville  WV  26041. _ 

Looking  for  people  to  become  friends 
with,  either  in  prison  or  out.  My  in- 1 
terests  include  reading,  jogging,  and  I 
Madonna!!!  Jonathan  C.  HERSMAN,  Po| 
Box  388,  Gretna  LA  70054. 


Gay  man  seeking  friends.  I!m  a 
sincere,  open  minded  person.  It’s  very 
lonely  in  here.  A  person  feels  forgot¬ 
ten  when  he  doesn’t  get  any  mail. 
Please  send  some  sunshine  my  way. 
Thanks.  Cory  Lee  SHARP,  118720,  PO 

Box  430,  Dillwyn  VA  23936. _ 

Seeking  Mail  Friendship! 

Gay  man,  some  college,  Indian 
German  descent,  seeking  cor¬ 
respondence  toward  a  sincere  and 
lasting  friendship/relationship.  In¬ 
terests  vary  from  BOXING  to  POETRY 
Wayne  RANEY,  47142,  Box  B, 
Florence  AZ  85232. _ 

GM  looking  for  some  horny.  Black, 

I  master  types  to  write  this  lonely 
slave.  I’ve  a  hot  ass  that  needs  a  good 
beating.  My  interests  are  writing  and 
reading  sexie  letters  and  pleasing  my 
master.  Robert  E.  HILL,  361708,  Ellis 
II,  Huntsville  TX  77340. _ 

enjoy  reading,  music,  plays,  danc¬ 
ing,  live  concerts,  movies,  politics, 

I  and  most  favorite  Is  traveling.  Please 
write.  Charles  E.  BROWN,  M-3255 
D-BIk,  Drawer  K,  Dallas  PA  18612 
Help!  Jallhouse  lawyer  is  waging 
paper  war  on  prison  system  with 
gunslinger  mentality.  Need  legal 
1  guidance.  Also  sponsors  for  books 
land  legal  materials.  D.G.  ELMORE, 
173302  (B-16),  Box  500,  Grady  AR 
71644. 


Prisioneros  hispanohablantes! 

I  En  CRISALIOA  estamos  interesadosJ 
en  participar  del  “Prisoner  Project”.  1 
Favor  de  Informamos  si  hay  pri-  [ 
sioneros  hispanohablantes  que  de- 
I  seen  recibir  en  forma  gratuita  nuestra  i 
I  publicacion,  sus  nombres  y  sus  direc- 
I  cionnes  y/o  sus  “clasificados”  para 
I nuestra  seccion  de  buzon. 

I  CRISALIOA,  A.Postal  36-218,  44760 
I  Guadalajara,  Jal.  MEXICO. 
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Classifieds 

GCN  SPECIAL 

FOR  A  LIMITED  TIME  ONLY! 

ALL  PERSONAL  ADS  WILL  BE  $1 
FOR  THE  FIRST  FOUR  LINES 
TAKE  A  CHANCE 
AND  MEET  THE  ONE 
YOU’VE  BEEN  LOOKING  FOR! 

This  offer  Is  good  only  for  personal  ads 
and  all  other  charges  (box  numbers,  addi¬ 
tional  lines,  etc.)  remain  the  same. 


DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  Is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not  a  required 
formula;  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary. 
GM  or  GF  would  do  as  well. _ Q 

PERSONALS 

ALBERT  IN  NYC 

Got  yr  card.  Problem  is:  don’t  have  yr 
address!  Wd  love  to  see  you.  Write 
/v/number!  xo  Jeremy. _ (c) 

Lesbian  and  heterosexuai  mothers  with 
chiid  from  12  to  22  needed  to  compiete 
30  min.  confidentiai  questionaire;  sti¬ 
pend  and  results  to  all  participants.  For 
postage  prepaid  packet  contact  Teresa 
Giuliani  1988  Caiaveras  Drive  Pittsburg 
CA  94565  or  cai  i  (41 5)  458-4668.  (23) 

DESPERATELY  SEEKING  SPERM 
Lesbian  seeks  sperm  donor.  Musy  be 
aicohol/drug  free.  Anonymity/participa¬ 
tion  in  child  rearing  negotiable.  Jewish 
man  especiaily  desired.  Serious  in¬ 
quiries  oniy.  Send  photo/short  history 
to  Box  291. _  (22) 

Valley  Stream  feminist  in  Lancaster 
wishes  to  to  wish  a  happy  Hanukkah  to 
Lynbrook  ieather  jacket  dyke  good  iuck 
with  Job  search.  Love  Fruh. _ (2A) 

Caring  and  honest  gwf,  28.  i  enjoy  din¬ 
ing,  dancing,  quiet  times  and  outdoors. 
Seeking  a  warm,  somewhat  feminine, 
iesbian  who  iikes  to  be  respected. 
Friendship  and  possibie  reiationship. 
No  drugs,  heavy  drinking  or  games. 
Write  GCN  Box  278. _ (^) 

HAVE  YOU  FOUND  MY  RING? 

Lost:  A  silver  ring  w/cut-outs  of  deer 
and  wolves  at  the  screening  of  ‘Two  in 
20’  in  Randolph,  FrI.  15  Nov.  Has  sen- 
tlmental  value.  Kate,  776-4316. _ (21) 

Thin,  attrac.  LF,22,  seeks  hot  sex. 
Good  conversation  a  plus.  I  like  danc¬ 
ing,  eating  &  talking.  Weird  humor. 
Talking  Heads,  whipped  cream,  no 
smokers.  Creative?  Box  289. _ (^) 

Prof  wm,  38,  S'l  ’A  ",  190  lbs.  dk  moust, 
abv  av  Iks.  PH.D  -t-  -t- ,  fin  s  cure,  roman¬ 
tic.  Practical  intellectual  oeeks  same.  I 
love  Mutinies  on  the  Bounty,  Dark  Vic¬ 
tories  and  stories  from  Phila,  opera, 
Paris  and  political  commitmnt.  Prudent 
sex  but  hot  sex.  If  you’re  serious  send 
ph/ph  to  P.O.  Box  1161  Bostc-  MA 
02117. _ (21) 

FREE  MEN’S  HAICUT 

Evenings  Mondays  -  Fridays,  also  Sat. 
and  Sundays.  Watertown  926-5209  (17) 

L,  gentle,  good-hearted,  introspective, 
yet  fun-loving.  Non-restrictive  clothing, 
20,  seeks  similar,  age  open.  PO  Box 
2383  Fitchburg  MA  01420. _ (23) 

BLONDIE 

I  an  sorry  things  have  not  worked  out 
for  us.  I  wish  we  could  have  had 
another  chance.  Lovers  are  so  sensitive 
and  impatient,  true?  I  miss  you.  In- 
timate  glasses. _ (^) 

LF  34  too  busy  to  cruze,  tired  of  being 
single.  5'6"  130  pds.  Average  looks, 
easy  going,  ambitious,  romantic, 
monogamous.  Sks  semi  fern  LF  to  en¬ 
joy  nature,  movies,  restaurants,  conver¬ 
sation,  and  etc.  etc.  I  am  very  loving 
and  fun,  please  write.  P.O.  Box  45297 
Somerville,  MA  02145 _ (21) 

P.W.A. 

GWM  33,  5'10"  135  attractive  looking  to 
meet  another  person  with  AIDS  to 
develop  a  relationship.  I’m  healthy  with 
positive  attitude.  Many  interests.  Box 
286 

_ _  (23) 

GWM  young  33,  6'1",  175-dk  br/br 
moustache-into  cisci  mus,  film,  gym, 
jog,  dinners,  psnl  growth,  some  dncg, 
gni  Intell  interests.  Seeks  GWM-18-h, 
muscular,  athletic,  sim  interests,  for 
friend,  safe  sex,  rinshp.  Prefer 
red/blonde  hair,  wt-lifter,  non-smkg,  but 
not  nec.  Box  287 _ (28) 

40-year-old  male  who  lives  on  lake  In 
Maine  is  looking  for  male  18-35  who 
wants  to  get  off  the  street.  Must  be  will¬ 
ing  to  help  out  and  be  interested  in  sex. 
Ideal  for  outdoor  type;  good  area  for 
snowmoblling,  etc.  Reply  Box  292.  (22) 

Amiable  gwm,  38,  wants  young  18-24, 

non-smoking,  blond,  cincut/shaven  stu¬ 
dent  escort  on  a  regular  basis!  I  have 
Boston  home  on  the  MBTA  line!  John 
265-3595.  Best  time  to  call  7-11  pm.  (34) 

INTERESTED  IN  FATHERHOOD? 
Lesbian  seeks  sperm  donor. 
Anonymity/participation  In  child  rear¬ 
ing  negotiable.  Serious  inquiries  only. 
Confidential.  P  O.  Box  6  , 
Westborouph.  MAPI 581. _ S — ' 


PUBLICATIONS 


off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  jour¬ 
nalism  We  bring  feminist  national/intemational 
news  analysis  and  reviews  each  month.  $1 1 
year,  1 1  issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs); 
$20  institutional  fee.  Sample  -  $3  for  3  issues! 
Write  off  our  backs.  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd,  MW,  Rm  212,  Washington,  D.C.  20CI09Jex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman 
S/M.  Diverse  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M 
fact,  fiction  and  photos.  $11/yr.  Single 
issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  P.O.  Box  23,  Somerville, 
M  A  02143. _ ^ _ Jex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTIONS 
A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  &  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree,  who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub.  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  ^2630,  SF,  CA 
SillL _ (14/18) 


GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay.  women  and 
minority  struggles,  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer  4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept. 
GCN.33W17thSt.,NYNY100n.  (ex) 


RESUMES  THAT  WORK 
$25 

includes  consultation 
and  completed  resume. 
787-4252 


WHAT  GOOD  IS  SITTING  ALONE 
IN  YOUR  ROOM 

Tired  of  the  bars?  Looking  for  an  alter¬ 
native?  Then  come  to  GCN  Friday 
nights.  Help  us  mail  out  the  paper,  and 
meet  people  too.  Come  for  an  hour, 
come  for  the  evening,  come  to  167  Tre- 
mont  Street,  5th  floor  (near  Boylston 
and  Park  Street  “T”  stops)  anytime 
after  6  PM.  If  the  door  is  locked,  buzz  us 
on  the  intercom  located  outside  the 
front  door. _ (c) 

Simply  -  I’m  a  very  busy  cleancut  Irish 
wm  busnsmn  who  would  like  to  date  a 
cute  Bos?  guy  18-26.  Movies,  dinner 
and  relationship?  PO  Box  1210  Boston, 
M  A  02205. _ (^) 

Actor/dancer  singer  student  wm  18-21 
who’s  struggling,  who  needs  support; 
who  would  like  to  meet  a  conservative 
secure  cleancut  wm  (under  40)  who’s 
more  practical  than  romantic,  profes¬ 
sional  well  off,  compromising!  Write  a 
letter,  phone,  photo.  Perhaps  Copley 
for  lunch.  Bob  Pleasant  PO  Box  699, 
Bos,  MA02125. _  (25) 

Bi  guy,  very  young  39,  5'9",  175  lbs., 
looking  for  (ideally)  tall  slender  men  for 
sex,  friendship,  movies,  fitness,  etc; 
maybe  more.  Be  sincere.  Box  269.  (29) 

NORTH  SHORE  LF’S  45 -h 
CLOSETED  OR  SEMI-CLOSETED 

Small  group  forming  for  occasional  in¬ 
formal  meetings  to  share  ideas  on 
mutual  interests  and  the  challenges  of 
opting  for  discretion  in  a  let-it-all-hang- 
out  era.  Self-acceptance  and  a  sense  of 
humor  needed.  Must  be  tolerant  of 
smokers.  Box  336,  Wakefield,  MA 
01880. _ (21) 

Attractive  GF  early  40’s  wants  fling 
with  Other  gt.  Must  be  honest,  clean, 
mature.  Lynn  area;  no  drugs,  no  ties. 
Reply  Box  276. _ (20) 

YOUNG  GOODLOOKING  GUY 
WANTED 

Wanted  one  beautiful  cute  gwm,  18-24, 
cleancut/cleanshaven,  non-smoker  who 
is  into  going  out  to  dinner,  movies, 
weekend  travel,  and  a  whole  lot  more. 
Ad  is  placed  by  a  cleancut,  sucessful 
professional  gwm,  37,  who  has  his  own 
home  (live  alone),  car,  on  MBTA  in 
Boston!  John  PO  Box  1489,  Boston  MA 
02205-1489.  (25) 

Need  a  good  spanking,  a  good  fuck!!! 
Dom.  fern,  lesbian  30’s  seeks  playmate 
for  fun.  Must  be  able  to  relate  to  a  fat 
woman  s/m  O.K.  Box  285. _ (21) 

GAY  BLACK  MALE  ONLY 

GWM,  40,  slender,  attractive,  straight 
appearing,  professional,  sincere  and 
masculine  seeks  gay  black  male  only 
(20-40),  working  guy  or  financially  able 
student  for  happy,  caring,  affectionate 
relationship  and  possible  roommate. 
You  should  be  stable  with  muscular 
build  and  straight  looking.  Call 
536-2693. _ (23) 

3WM,  24,  non-hairy,  very  muscular 
Italian,  6',  175,  30’  waist,  9"cir, 
specifically!  want!!  a  dynamite! 
hairless! 

blond!!!  (Boy  18-20)Movle  star!  Jeff 
628-0124 


Issues  in  Gender. 


Sports  7  •  7  Poetry 
Gay  Issues  •  Men’s  Health 
Gay /Straight  Interactions 


Interested? 

Read  all  about  it  in  Changing  Men — 
a  nationwide  journal  oj  the  anti-sexist 
men 's  movement. 


Regular  subscription  $12  (4  issues) 
Sample  copy  ol  current  issue  $3  50 
306  kN.  Brooks. Madison,  Wl  53715 


MOVERS 


BACK  BAY - 

COUNSELING  SERVICES 
,  DENNIS  lADOROLA 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 
739-7860 


WIZE  HANDS 

Healing  massage  for  women.  Wonder¬ 
ful  gift  certificares.  Sliding  scale.  Call 
Sue  Daurio  at  522-9094. _ (21) 


BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU#  25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MPDU  #24430 
Tel  661-2958 


(1) 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionaiism  and  respect. 
Very  carefui  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overttime  charges  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 


MASS  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOC. 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  739-7832  for  appt. 

COPLEY  SQUARE 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

SOJOURNER  ’ 

ASSOCIATE  EDITOR 
Feminist  monthly  sks  assoc  ed,  30-40 
hrs/wk,  $14-16K/yr.  Must  be  excellent, 
fast  writer/editor  &  thoughtful,  well- 
read  feminist;  exper  in  pubig,  PR,  fun¬ 
draising  pref.  Resume  &  writing  sample 
by  12/15/85  to  Sojourner,  143  Albany  St 
Cambridge.  MA  02139.  Sorry,  but  we 
can’t  take  calls. _ (2i) 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
ADVERTISING  REPRESENATIVE 

Earn  Money.  Connect  to  the  Gay 
Community.  Gain  the  Experience: 

An  excellent  position  for  people  seek¬ 
ing  part-time  work  on  a  freelance  basis 
(20  percent  commission).  You  must  be 
responsible,  assertive,  and 
knowiedgabie  about  GCN,  or  willing  to 
learn. 

Call  426-4469  or  send  a  letter  of  in¬ 
terest  to: 

Laurie  Sherman,  Ad  Manager 
GCN 

167  Tremont  St.  5th  Floor 
Boston.  MA  02111 

BATTERED  WOMEN’S  SHELTER 

Multicultural  collectively  run  shelter 
has  two  openings  Direct  Service  Ad¬ 
vocate  and  Fundraiser/Admin.  Women 
of  color/former  battered  encouraged  to 
apply  Resumes  by  Nov.29  to:  Transition 
House  PO  Box  530  Camb  02238  ATT. 
Hiring  Comm.  (For  more  info  354-2676). 
_ (21) 


JOBS  SOUGHT 


(1) 


A-t  D  CLEANING  SERVICE 

Homes  and  offices.  Fast,  dependable 
and  reasonable.  Call  267-1019  or 
284-6998. _ (24) 


PLUMBERS  APPRENTICESHIP 

GM  seeks  plumbers  apprenticeship  in 
Greater  Boston  area.  Can  work  for  low 
wages  while  training.  To  set  up  inter¬ 
view  cail  442-4980  ask  for  Dave  or  write 
to  Box  290.  _  (22) 


Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  Insured 
MPDU  #24184 
522-0826 


(1) 


From  $18  /  hr. 

•  MAXI-VANS 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS-. 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  Lie.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


SERVICES  

GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 

Openings.  Group  focus  is  on  intimacy, 
gay  idenity,  relationships,  individuai 
therapy  is  also  available.  Sliding  fee. 
Gall  Francis  Giambrone  at  628-6988  (yr) 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St.  Phone  482-2900 

LOW  AIRFARES  FROM  BOSTON 

London  $199ow  Pittsburgh  79ow 

Brussels  395rt  Philadelphia  98rt 

St.  Martin  349rt  Lima  629rt 

Los  Angeles  258rt  Tokyo(NYC)  729rt 

Montreal  79rt  Hong  Kong(NYC)  829rt  | 

New  York  66rt  Mexico  City  375rt 

Quebec  l42rt  Seatde  258rt  | 

Gay 

Cruise 

SS  Bermuda  Star 
•  New  Orleans  • 

•  Cozumel  (2  days)  • 

•  Key  West  (2  days)  • 

from  $795.00 

Feb.  15  thru  22, 
1986 

/t-o/tz  $198rt 

ALL  AIRLINES 
V^^LOWEST  PRICES 

CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


•  DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


NAME 


STREET 
CITY _ 


.STATE. 


-APT. 

ZIP. 


PHONE  ( 


J. 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


Category: 


Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 

Bold  Headlines: 

Business 

X  2.00  = 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds;  Col. 

Non-Business 

X  1.00  = 

or  part  thereof: 

X  12.00  = 

1st  4  Lines 

Business 

7.00  = 

TOTAL  fori  Week 

(Add)  = 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

5.00  = 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  = 

Additional  Lines 

Business 

-X  .75  = 

SUBTOTAL 

= 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Busine.ss 

X  .50  = 

DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 

consecutive  weeks 

10%  = 

TOTAL  = 

for  21-30  consec.  wks. 

15%  = 

SPECIAL  RATES  FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS 

PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

Return  this  form  and  payment  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 

5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


for  31  +  consec.  wks.  20%  = 
TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 

□  Forwarding  Bx;  6wks.  5.(X)  = 

□  Tearshts;  #wks _ xl.OO  = 

TOTAL  = 
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TRY  GCN’s 
“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

(Ads  will  not  be  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want  the 
ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted  only  on 
Mondays  and  Thursdays  from  10  a.m.-l  p.m.) 


ROOMMATES 


Fun  feminist  semi-cooperative 
household  seeks  fourth,  Somer¬ 
ville/Cambridge  line,  near  T,  available 
immediately.  175 -t-  call  776-2692.  (20) 

WEYMOUTH 

2L  seeks  3rd  to  share  private  home.  No 
cigs  and  no  more  pets.  $350  -i-  util.  Call 
331-8416. _ (20) 

L  musician  seeks  non-smoking  room¬ 
mate  to  share  recently  renovated  South 
End  apt  as  of  Jan  1  $315 -h  util.  Call 
evenings  424-8776. _ (20) 

GOOD  WOMAN  WANTED 
F  to  share  Camb  house  with  1  Bi  1  LF. 
We  are  feminist  committed  to  growth 
+  creating  baince  in  our  home.  We 
seek  indep  non-smoking  animal  lover. 
Pkg  nr  T  $208 -i-  no  cats  Avail 
December.  Call  354-3399.  Leave 
message. _ (20) 

JP-GRT  APT  TO  SHARE 
for  M  or  W-quiet  area  in  JP,  with  2  M,  1 
gay,  1  not.  We’re  Ikg  for  someone  30 -i- 
who  can  tolerate  busy  lifestyle  and 
shared  moments.  For  Dec  1st.  Call 
Richard  or  Ed  at  522-2184. _ (20) 

INDEPENDENT  ROOMMATE 
2  LF  30’s  seek  same  to  share  3bdrm  apt 
in  Somerville  porches  yard  2nd  floor. 
We  have  1  scruffy  ole  dog  and  2  cats, 
no  drugs  or  ale.  References  required. 
Immediate  opening  responsible  people 
only.  623-3875. 183.33  -t-  util. _ (20) 

Independent  professional  friendly  LF 
seeks  same  to  share  spacious  ,  must 
see  2BR,  Dorchester.  Quiet  str.  pkg.  No 
smoke,  drugs.  Cats  OK.  287.50 -h. 
436-2152  mornings. _ (^) 

L  28  seeking  L25-f  non-smoker  to 
share  2br  house  in  Roslindale  near  T. 
Have  a  dog.  $350mo  Inci  utiis.  Calf 
Marge  327-4540  keep  try i not _ (M) 

F  ROOMMATE  WANTED 

2  LF’s  seeking  3rd  f  for  3  bed  apt.  in  JP, 
very  near  pond.  Beautiful,  sunny, 
woodfloors,  fireplace,  laundry,  storage, 
roofdeck.  (Have  a  dog,  no  more  pets). 
Exp.  chef  prefered.  $360  heated.  Dec. 
1st.  or  as  soon  as  possible.  522-1953  if 
not  in  please  leave  message. _ (20) 


LF  seeks  friendly  If  to  share  large  2 
bedroom  w/porches.  Ros/JP  line  near  T. 
Chem  and  smoke  free,  sorry  no  more 
pets  (cats).  $200 -h.  Available  Dec.  1st. 
Call  327-3193.  (20) 


L,  29  w/  kitten  seeks  nonsmoking  F  for 
beautiful  large  renovated  2BR  apt 
w/natural  wood  firs.  250 -^,  Dorch  btw 
Savin  Hill/FIds  Cor.  825-6169.  (21) 

Man  and  cat  seek  friendly  man  for  quiet 
2BR  near  Davis  Sq  Somerville.  175 -f 
Available  Dec  1.  Call  Dick  at  776-3452 
Please  no  cigs  -  cat  ok. _ (20) 

LF  seeks  same  to  share  Central  Square 
apt.  $225  -t-  utilities.  Jesse  497-1456 
Please  keep  trying. _ (21) 

COUNTRY  LIVING  IN  SHIRLEY 
Prof  LF  sks  1  or  2  LF  nonsmkrs  to  share 
rural  home.  2rooms/full  bath  for  you. 
Fplace,  deck,  loft,  w/d,  wooded  acres. 
550-1-  util.  Pat  (day)273-6365, 
(eve)425-9160. _ (21) 

Brookline:  L  33  seeks  L  to  share  2  bdrm 
condo  spacious  hrdwd  firs  frpi  mod 
kitch.  2  MBTA  lines.  $475/mo  inc:  heat 
avail  12/1-1/1  timeframe.  Call  Fran  b-4 
8am  or  aft  7pm  566-7872. _ (21), 

Somerville  L39  +2  kittens  Ikng  fori 
L30  -I-  to  share  Iviy  spacious  apt  conv  to  ■ 
Davis  +  Porter  Sq  1st  fir  of  hse  w/d  in 
hse  avail  Dec  or  Jan  250 -t- util. 
625-4298. _ (21) 

LF,  33  and  3  mo.  old  infant  seek  friendly 
LF  roommate  to  share  beaut,  pondside 
J.P.  apt.  No  drugs  or  alcohol.  No  pets. 
$230 -h  util.  Julie  522-2626. _ (22) 

2  LF's  seek  2  more,  mature  and  respon¬ 
sible  for  warm  household  In  JP.  Near  T 
and  parks.  Huge  yard  with  fruit  trees, 
driveway,  fireplace,  washer.  No  smok¬ 
ing.  $225  +  (we  heat  with  wood  ■  cheap) 
Call  524-7390. _ (15) 


LF,  27,  seeks  same  to  share  sunny  2  br 
East  Arlington  apt.  Friendly,  indepen¬ 
dent.  $287.50/mo.  Includes  heat.  Call 
641-0834. _ (22) 

Cleve  Cir;  2F  sk  indpt  f  23  +  .  Scruffy 
basement  apt  w/windows  nr  3  T  lines. 
We're  friendly,  considerate  and  respect 
privacy.  Non-neatniks,  but  no  pets, 
cigs.  $200  mo  incl.  heat.  739-6566.  (22) 

SALEM,  MA  AVAIL.  1-1-86 
2  LF’s,  14  yo,  1  dog,  seek  If  for  large 
house  near  ocean.  Rent  $250-1-,  no 
more  pets,  smkg  and  drug  free.  (617) 
745-5220. _ (^) 

$200  REWARD!! 

For  info  leading  to  rental  of  studio  or  1 
bedrm.  apt.  in  Cam/Som.  Porter  Square 
area.  Sunny,  safe,  reasonable  rent  &  ac- 
ept  dog.  Dec/Jan/Feb  occ.  Call  Ellen 
288-9136. _ (^) 


LF  seeks  friendly  If  to  share  large  2 
bdrm  w/porches.  Ros/JP  line  near  T. 
Chem  and  smoke  free,  sorry  no  more 
pets  (cats).  Avail.  Dec.  1  327-3193.  (20) 


ROOMEZE 

LESBIAN/GAY- 

-FEMINIST- 

Roommfite  Matchina  Service 

$15  fee 

Contidentialitv  Assured 
CALL  641-3095 
M-F  9-6/Sat  12-5 


CAMBRIDGE— SOMERVILLE 
Middle-aged  ,  bisexual  man  wishes  to 
share  small  apartment  with  stable, 
emotionally  mature,  financially  respon¬ 
sible,  communicative,  considerate  and 
cooperative  person  or  couple.  No  pets 
or  drugs  please.  Call  David  at  923-0082 
at  any  hour.  (c) 


APARTMENTS 


BROOKLINE  -  BOSTON  LINE 

Best  location  in  Brkin,  Walk  to  med 
school,  BU,  Kenmore  Sq.  4  rm,  2  bth,  kit, 
3rd  fi,  mother-in-law  apt.  in  large  house, 
prefer  quiet  person,  single  or  couple, 
student  or  prof.  $1000/mo  includes  all 
utilities.  277-4977. _ (23) 


RESORTS 


VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 

Bed  and  cont.  breakfast  for  Lesbians 
and  Gay  men  in  a  country  village  house. 

2  hours  from  Boston.  Year  round.  Near 
lakes,  hikes,  skiing.  Dave  and  Mike 
(802)  348-7840 _ (^r) 

GABRIEL’S 

Guest  rooms  and  apartments.  Centrally 
located.  Hot  tub,  garden  patio,  cable  tv, 
coffee.  104  Bradford  St.  Provincetown, 
M A  02657.  Reservations:  (617)  487-3232. 
Open  year  round. _ (^r) 

CKECK’ER  OUT  AT  THE 
CHECK’ER  INN 

Double  rooms,  coffee  bt  fireside,  pkg, 
apts.  also  available.  1  block  bay,  open 
year  round.  487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St. 
P'town,  MA  02657 _ (^r) 

BED  &  BREAKFAST  IN  N.Y. 

Enjoy  a  decadent  weekend  in  a  charm¬ 
ing,  lesbian  owned,  N.Y.  brownstone- 
only  1  subway  stop  from  Manhattan.  Be 
pampered  by  having  breakfast  served 
in  bed,  and  sipping  a  complimentary 
bottle  of  champagne  on  arrival.  For 
more  information  call  718-625-2653.  The 
RADCLYFFE  HALL  or  718-522-2828 
_ (817) 

WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Join  us  for  the  holidays.  We’ll  be 
celebrating  both  Thanksgiving  and 
Christmas  with  deiicious  food  and 
good  cheer.  Ski  our  miles  of  x-counfry 
trails,  ice  skate,  snowshoe  or  enjoy  our 
new  hot  tub.  There’s  plenty  of  downhill 
skiing  and  sleigh  rides  nearby.  Call 
about  our  great  mid-week  winter  dis¬ 
counts  too.  The  Highlands  Inn,  Box 
118G,  Bethleham  NH  03574,  (603) 
1869-3978.  Grace  -i-  Judi,  innkeepers.  i24) 


ORGANIZATIONS 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potiuck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar. 
Call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11 
Camb,  MA  02238 _ (?) 


BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT  584 
Castro  St.  SF,  CA  94114. _ (v14.15) 

HETEROSEXISM,  RACISM 
Sexism,  anti-Semitism,  multicultural 
issues  .  Workshops  by  national  con¬ 
sultants  for  your  organization 
(municipal,  professional,  political, 
educational)  or  business.  Contact  Equi¬ 
ty  Institute  in  Amherst,  MA  at 
(413)256-6902.  Co-directors  Carole 
Lanigan  Johnson,  J.D.,  and  Joan  Lester 
Ed.D. _ ^ _ (?) 

N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 
A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD,  PO  Box 
174,  New  York,  NY  10018.  (v.13,  no.22)) 
D.O.B. 

Support  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Cambridge,  Old  Bap  Chr. 
Raps  every  Tues,  Thur  8pm.  Special 
raps  for  35 -i- iparents;  yngr  women; 
baby  bmrs;  singles;  coming  out;  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  participate. _ (?) 

“JOHNNY  DIED  TODAY...” 

14  year  old  Joey  will  blow  out  his 
brains,  Eddie  will  overdose  and  David 
wiil  slash  his  wrists  in  the  days  to 
come.  All  because  you’re  too  scared  to 
protect  them.  SASE  for  info,  $2  stramps 
64  page  newsletter.  $20  subsc/mbrshp. 
’■REALITY  INC.,”  PO  Box  73,  Paramus, 
NJ  07653. _ (?) 


LESBIANS 

Are  you  Lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go? 
Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 


CAM  Tony,  497-8282 


(13/32) 


REAL  ESTATE  AGENTS  WANTED 

Lesbian/gay  sales  agents  &  brokers 
needed  for  national  referral/networking 
directory.  For  more  info  call  Lisa 
(617)376-5068  or  write  PO  Box  204, 
Millis  MA  02054. _ (23) 


RENTALS 


LOWELL  HOUSE 
LOTS  OF  SPACE 

LFs  seek  responsible  housemate(s) 
large  house  near  495,  Wang  Iv  msg. 
459-6082. _ (21) 


FOR  SALE 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Wanted:  Lesbian  writers  who  have  been 
abused  by  lesbian/femlnist  publishers 
and  who  want  to  tell  their  story.  Article 
planned.  Replies  confidential.  Hannah 
Wild  and  Judy  Freespirit,  PO  Box  345, 
Rio  Nido,CA  95471.  _ (21) 

SHARE  THE  EXPERIENCE 
The  last  train,  sat  beginning  11:30pm 
1600am-WUNR,  radio  that  keeps  you 
company  —  rock’n’  roll,  giveaways. 
Great  Times,  Listen  and  call  Sat 
367-8456.  Don’t  Miss  the  Last  Train.  (21) 

GRAND  OPENING 

We’re  back.  Women’s  Craft  Market 
opening  celebration  Dec  7;  Hourly  door 
prizes  and  more.  Buy  your  holiday 
goods  frorn  our  women-made  produces. 
Weekends  Dec  7-22  downstairs  at  186 
Hampshire  St  Cambridge.  Everyone 
Welcomed. _ (^) 

THE  SPECTACLES 

Want  to  make  a  difference?  Small  Lf  af¬ 
finity  group  w/the  pledge  wants  to 
strengthen  the  group  for  greater  effec¬ 
tiveness.  Join  us  for  fun  and  politics. 
Call  Kate  at  776-4316. _ (21) 


GCN  SPECIALS 

HELP  SPREAD  THE  WORD! 

Do  you  know  of  places  where  people 
could  benefit  by  having  GCN  around? 
Are  you  ever  at  places  and  wonder  why 
we  aren’t  there  too?  Well,  we  need  your 
help  to  get  us  around  town  (and  out  of 
town  too).  So  if  you  have  ideas  where 
GCN  could  be  distributed  and  would 
like  to  help  us  accomplish  that  give 
Brian  a  call  at  426-4469.  It  will  be  much 
appreciated.  Thanks!  (c) 

GCN’s  Circulation  Department  needs 
help  updating  the  paper’s  mailing  list. 
The  volunteer  position  requires  a  com¬ 
mitment  of  a  couple  of  hours  per  week, 
and  a  knowledge  of  or  a  desire  to  learn 
about  data  input.  If  you’re  interested, 
call  Marcos  at  426-4469.  (c) 


Well-equipped  55seat  restaurant, 
upstate  NY  college  town.  3V2  hrs  NYC 
or  Boston.  Suit.  French,  Nat.  Foods, 
Chinese,  Mexican/other  ethnic  Spec. 
$36,000.,  terms.  Inq  to  L.F.R..  PO  Box 
158,  Summit,  NY  12175  or 
(518)234-3007. _ J^) 


HELP  KEEP  GCN  HOTI 

If  you  have  an  old  spare  space  heater 
that  nobody  needs,  +  you  want  to 
donate  it  to  a  fabulous  cause  (GCN), 
call  Mike  426-4469. _ (c) 


Cassette  recorder  anyone?  Gun 
depends  on  cassette  recorders  for  Its 
national  news  (which  we  often  record 
over  the  phone.)  If  you  have  a  working 
one  you’re  not  planning  on  using,  call 
Mike  at  426-4469.  (If  you  have  one  with 
a  transcription  foot  pedal,  we  promise 
to  squeal  and  giggle  and  sigh  and 
whatever  else  you  like.)  Thanks.  (c) 

GOODS _ 

THEA’S  TAROT  A  DECK 
CELEBRATING  WOMEN 

78  bold  black  and  white  cards  in  an  at¬ 
tractive  marron  box.  Explanations  in¬ 
cluded.  $16.50  postage  paid  Medusa 
Graphics  PO  Box  326  W.  Somerville  MA 
02144.  _ (26) 


[IMHIV 

ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
Prison  fight  against  their  bondage 

lAlcxatKHr  Barkman,  Priton  Mamoln  of  arj 
Inarcti/at). 

itir 


[Recently  "divorced”  lesbian  needs  toj 
jhear  from  other  single  lesbians  toj 
[possibly  start  a  new  life  together.  rm[ 
[gentle,  loving  and  very  understanding. 

I  If  interested  in  getting  to  know  one[ 
[another,  write  Kathy  Jo  ELLIOTT, 
1800697  Box  A,  Unit  G  Cage  8,  Oakdale [ 
lA  52319. 


re 


TV®"' 


•b®. 


I  —  I.esCnn  is  a  quarleriy  publication  lhal| 
[is  free  lo  women  in  prison.  l.(sCon  is] 
[shoii  for  l.rshian  Conlradicrion;  A  Jour- 
\nat  of  Irrei  erenl  feminism.  <$5  lo  women  ' 
Ion  Ihe  outside:  more  if /less  if).  584  Castro  I 
Isi.  Suite  263,  San  Francisco  CA  94114  or  | 
11007  N.47lh,  Seattle  WA  98103. 


TV  looking  for  penpals  in  the  free  world 
(CAN'T  WRITE  PRISONERS  UNFOR- 
I  TUNATELY)  I  really  enjoy  getting  your 
paper  again,  now  that  we  won  our  battle  ■ 
to  get  it  back!  Thanks.  Bobby  HEFFER- 
NAN,  76641  BKS  16,  Box  500,  Grady  AR 
71644. 

Texas  prisoner  seeking  to  correspond 
with  mature,  lovable,  and  sincere  Gays, 
TSs  and  TVs,  Only  the  persons  wishing 
to  share  intimate  thoughts  of  present, 
past  and  future  need  write.  If  you’re  for 
REAL  please  write  Chester  Vinton 
HAAS  III,  327322A,  Ellis  1  Unit,  Hunt- 
sville  TX  77343. _ 

Black  male  Virgo  getting  out  soon  look¬ 
ing  for  someone  who  can  be  sincere  and 
loving  and  give  a  guy  a  chance.  1  love 
animals  and  quiet  times  at  home  and  a 
commitment.  And  I'm  very  lonely. 
Maurice  SMITH,  C- 13874  W-212,  PO 
Box  2000,  Vacaville  CA  95696. _ 

Artist  into  classical  literature,  basically 
Greek.  Will  write  anyone!  Anthony 
McKenzie,  44873.  Box  R,  Buena  Vista 
CO  81211. 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


AIDS 


Some  of  you  have  senf  your  prison 
admin,  ’fact’  sheets  on  AIDS.  Thank 
I  you,  we’d  like  to  see  more  of  these. 
We  will  be  putting  something 
together  on  apparent  ‘causes’  and 
symptoms  (and  support  groups;  tho’ 
these  groups  are  generally  not 
geared  to  prisoners,  so  you’ll  have 
to  ’push’  them  to  pay  some  atten¬ 
tion). 

Meanwhile,  2  things  are  clear: 

•  the  prisons  are  Implying  that  ALL 
gay  sex  causes  AIDS;  this  is  WRONG 
—  at  most,  sex  in  which  cum  or 
blood  go  from  one  person  INTO 
another,  and  rimming  are  not  ’safe’; 
other  varieties  (mutual  jerk  otf,  kiss¬ 
ing,  chewing,  licking,  etc  etc)  are 
OK  (1) 

•  it  is  the  SHARING  ot  needles  by 
users,  more  than  safe  gay  sex,  that 
is  causing  most  of  tho  AIDS  pro¬ 
blems  In  prison;  don’t  let  them 
dump  this  problem  Into  the  laps  of 
gay  prisoners;  EDUCATE  the  other 
prisoners  and  tho  guards  (If  there 
are  any  with  the  Intelligence  to 
listen)  about  this. 

Send  us  Into  about  how  an  this  is 
being  handled  at  your  place.  Don't 
expect  responses  back  to  all  thesel 

In  case  you  didn’t  know,  THERE  ARE 
HUNDREDS  OF  YOUl  (gay  and  lesbian 
prisoners  who  are  reading  this 
paper  and  many  of  you  will  write; 
by  the  way,  THANKSI)  (smile) 


Hairy  male,  Scorpion,  long  brown 
hair  and  beard,  fairly  Intelligent, 
stern  yet  sensitive,  smoker  &  joker  & 
poker  (not  cardsi),  good  listener 
and  giver,  seeking  fantasy  fulfill¬ 
ment,  all  races  and  creeds  and 
ages  OK.  John  JOYCE,  82A  3798,  Box 
51,  Comstock  NY  12821. 


-  PRISONERS’  RIGHTS  READING  - 
The  following  are  available  from 
fhe  ACLU  National  Prison  Project, 
1616  P  St.  NW,  Washington  DC  20036: 

•  JOURNAL  —  excellent  stories  on 
current  state  of  prisoners  rights  bat¬ 
tles  by  ACLU,  $2  per  year,  4  issues; 
e  Offender  Rights  Litigation  —  by 
Bronstein;  chapter  on  prisoner  rights 
movement  and  the  state  of  tho  law 
on  certain  issues;  $2.50 

•  NPP  Status  Report  -  34  states  are 
operating  their  prisons  under  court 
orders  (I.e.  ILLEGALLYI)  because  of 
violaflons  of  prisoners’  righfs  (esp. 
overcrowding  and  cruel  and 
unusual  punishment)  Details  are 
here.  $3. 


My  interests  are  watching  wrestling,! 
writing  and  receiving  hot  letters  from[ 
men.  I  will  answer  all.  Kenneth} 
BRYANT,  EF- 177573,  Dodge  A-2-124,[ 
Box  276,  Chester  GA  31012. 

Some  of  my  hobbies  are  stamp  collec-L 

ting,  camping  and  hiking,  sports  of  all  I 
kinds  (esp.  ice  hockey),  and  cooking.  I’m} 
looking  for  several  penpals,  not  a  rela-[ 
tionship,  tho  that’s  a  future  possibility.! 
Robert  LAUDER,  42108,  2605  State  St.,  | 
Salem  OR  97310. 


C/1L^hD^R 


November  30 
to 

December  11 

30  Saturday 

Haverhill  —  Dance  for  Lesbian  &  Gay 
Youth.  8:30PM-1 2:30AM.  $2.  Drug-  & 
alcohol-free.  Info:  Gay  &  Lesbian  Liberated 
Youth  of  the  North  Shore,  373-7618. 

Boston  —  Chasen  Gaver  booksigning  of  his 
new  book,  The  Party’s  Over.  Glad  Day 
Books,  43  Winter  St.  4:30-6:30PM. 


december  1  Sunday 

Dorchester  —  GALA  monthly  potiuck. 

7:30PM.  Info:  288-9155  or  288-4367. 


2  monday 

Cambridge  —  Introductory  meeting  of 
Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Network. 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30PM. 
All  women  welcome.  Info:  497-9555. 

Boston  —  “Conceptions  of  Feminism  and 
the  Third  World,’’  a  lecture  by  Andree 
Nicola-McLaughlin.  Frost  Lounge,  North¬ 
eastern  University.  8PM. 

Somerville  —  Support  group  for  Battered 
Lesbians.  6:15-7:30PM.  Open  only  to 
lesbians  who  have  been  or  are  being 
abused.  Weekly.  Free.  Child-care 
available.  Info:  Respond,  623-5900. 

Cambridge  —  Drop-In  Volleyball  for 

women.  Cambridge  YWCA,  7  Temple  St., 
Central  Sq.  8-9:30PM.  $1 .25  members,  $2 
others.  Info:  491-6050. 


3  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  Community  forum  on  the  por¬ 
nography  ordinance  issue,  sponsored  by 
FACT.  186  Hampshire,  Inman  Sq.  7PM. 
Free.  All  women  welcome.  Info:  576-6788. 

Cambridge  —  “Silent  Destiny:  The  Woman 
Composer  -  Myth  or  Reality,”  a 
presentation  for  women.  Daughters  of 
Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church.  8PM.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  —  The  Times  of  Harvey  Milk," 
shown  by  the  Harvard  Medical/Dental 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Students  Association. 
Amphitheater  D,  Harvard  Medical  School. 
12:30PM.  Free. 


4  Wednesday 

Boston  —  Boston  Against  AIDS  benefit  with 
Dionne  Warwick  and  Cyndi  Lauper.  Metro, 
15  Lansdowne  St.  9PM.  $50. 

Boston  —  “Living  Leg-Ends,”  presented 
by  Bloolips  company.  Paramount  Pent¬ 
house  Theater,  58-62  Berkeley  St.  8PM. 
$12.  Running  through  12/14.  (12/7  show 
is  $20.)  Info:  353-0434. 

Cambridge  —  Toni  Cade  Bambara  reading 
her  work.  34-101  MIT,  50  Vassar  St.  8PM. 
Free. 

Springfield  —  Dept,  of  Public  Health  forum 
on  AIDS.  Springfield  Technical  Community 
College,  Armory  Square.  7-9PM. 

Boston  —  Videotape  of  Karen  Fields  lecture 
in  “Naming,  Claiming,  Changing”  series. 
BNN-TV,  Cable  Channel  A3.  8PM.  Info: 
424-7292. 

Cambridge  —  Open  women’s  discussion 
group,  topic:  “Sexism  and  Advertising.” 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-10PM. 
Info:  354-8807. 

5  thursday 

Boston  —  Lesbian  Nuns  co-editof, 
Rosemary  Curb.  Boston  Univ.,  Morse  Aud., 
602  Comm.  Ave.  7PM.  $2.  Info:  353-9808, 
353-7630. 


Mary  Watkins,  Dec.  7 


Boston  —  GCN’s  production  night  when  ar¬ 
ticles  are  proofread  and  pasted  up.  Join  the 
fun;  read  tomorrow’s  news  today.  5-8PM 
for  proofing,  7:30-midnight  for  lay-out.  167 
Tremont  St.  (near  Park  and  Boylston  “T”) 
GCN:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Harvard-Radcliffe  Black 
Community  Theater  presents  Ntozake 
Shange’s  “For  Colored  Girls  Who  Have 
Considered  Suicide  When  the  Rainbow  Is 
Enuf .  ’  ’  Leverett  House  Old  Library  Theater, 
Mill  St.  8PM.  $4,  $3  with  student  I.D.  Plays 
through  12/14. 

Somerville  —  Conga  Drums  &  Percussion,  3 
open  classes.  7-8:30PM.  Sliding  scale,  all 
welcome.  Info:  776-6699. 

Cambridge  —  Michele  Feldheim  &  Friends. 
Studio  Red  Top,  Cambridge  Multicultural 
Arts  Center,  41  Second  St.,  E.  Cambridge. 
7:30  &  9:30PM .  $5  advance,  $6  at  door,  $3 
seniors.  Info:  577-1400. 

Dorchester  —  Child  Sexual  Abuse,  a 

workshop  for  parents,  teachers,  and  family 
day  care  providers.  Codman  Square 
Library,  690  Washington  St.  7-8:30PM. 
$1.  Info:  825-6554. 

Boston  —  “Gay  Boston,”  a  monthly 
television  program  on  lesbians  and  gay 
men.  Access  Channel  A3  (cable).  7PM. 
Also  showing  12/12  at  8PM. 


6  friday 

Boston  -  GCN’s  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT; 

come  help  send  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments  &  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.  (near 
Park  and  Boylston  “T”)  To  be  let  in,  buzz 
.GCN’s  intercom  outside  the  street  en¬ 
trance.  GCN;  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  “Who’s  Talking  About 
Homophobia?”  a  community  discussion  on 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Resistance.  Harvard  Divinity 
School,  1  Francis  Ave.  7PM.  Info:  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Defense  Committee,  628-6007. 

Cambridge  —  Marcia  Taylor  in  concert  to 
benefit  INFACT.  University  Lutheran 
Church,  33  Winthrop  &  Dunster  Sts., 
Harvard  Sq.  8PM.  $5.  Info:  423-0709. 

Somerville  —  Tupperware  party  with 
Somerville/Medford  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Alliance.  7PM.  Info:  628-5875. 

7  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Marcia  Deihl,  “Songs  for 
Cambridge.”  Modern  Times  Cafe.  9PM. 
$3.  Info:  277-4618. 

Cambridge  —  Craft  Fair.  Rising  Phoenix 
Gallery,  244  Columbia  St.  11AM-5PM. 

Boston  —  Women,  Sexuality  &  Power,  part 
of  the  Women  of  Color  Leading  the  Way 
series.  Roxbury  Community  College,  625 
Huntington  Ave.,  Room  205A.  2PM-6PM. 
Info:  524-7710  or  445-3773. 

Boston  —  Lesbian  Lawyers’  Holiday  Party. 
Info:  GLAD,  426-1350. 

Boston  —  Mary  Watkins  and  Debbie  Fier  in 
concert.  First  and  Second  Church  of  Boston, 
66  Marlborough  St.  8PM.  $9.  Info: 
547-1378. 


1  Cambridge  —  “Nairobi  Voices,”  presented 
I  by  the  Women’s  Video  Collective. 
Cambridge  YWCA,  7  Temple  St.  8PM.  (Also 
showing  12/15  at  Somewhere  Else,  3PM.) 

Bangor,  ME  —  Before  Stonewall:  The 

Making  of  a  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community. 
Unitarian  Church,  126  Union  St.  7PM.  $3. 
Sponsored  by  the  Bangor  Area  Gay- 
Lesbian-Straight  Coalition. 

Marblehead  —  Marcia  Taylor  in  concert. 
The  Church  of  St.  Andrew,  Rt.  114. 
8:30PM.  Info:  264-3563. 


8  Sunday 

Boston  —  Am  Tikva  Hanukkah  Party.  74 

Joy  St.,  Hill  House.  7-10PM.  $4  members, 
$5  non-members.  Info:  782-8894. 

Boston  —  “Hot  &  Heavy  —  An  Evening  of 
Good  Clean  Sleaze,”  a  fashion  show  by 
women  for  women  to  benefit  Bad  Attitude  & 
Outrageous  Women.  Somewhere  Else,  295 
Franklin  St.  5PM.  $5  suggested  donation. 

Boston  —  Chiltern  Mtn.  Club  bike  ride. 
30-40  miles.  10AM-4PM.  Info:  Bob, 
266-3812. 

Concord,  NH  —  Citizens  Alliance  for  Gay& 
Lesbian  Rights.  Franklin  Pierce  Law 
Center,  Corner  of  Washington  &  White  Sts. 
2PM.  New  members  encouraged.  Info: 
(603)  529-1762. 

Boston  —  “After  the  Summit,”  a  sermon 
by  Dr.  Mark  Solomon.  The  Community 
Church  of  Boston,  Morse  Auditorium,  602 
Commonwealth  Ave.  11AM. 

Cambridge  —  Black  &  White  Men  Together 
meeting  with  speaking  Siong  huat  Chua 
talking  about  “Beyond  Racism.”  Phillip 
Brooks  House,  Harvard  Yard.  1-5PM. 

Boston  —  Holiday  Ball  to  benefit  AIDS 
Action  Committee.  Cafe  Amalfi,  Westland 
Ave.  9;30PM.  $7.  lnfo:Somerville/Medford 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance,  625-3172. 

Quincy  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Alliance  business 
meeting.  7-9PM.  All  welcome.  Info: 
767-2336  or  328-5567. 


Fred  Mandel,  Dec.  11 


9  monday 

Barnstable  —  Dept,  of  Public  Health  forum 
on  AIDS.  Cape  Cod  Community  College,  Rt. 
132.  7-9PM.  Info:  727-0049. 

10  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  “Coming  Out  Rap.” 

Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  8PM.  $1.  All 
women  welcome.  Info:  661-3633. 

11  Wednesday 

Boston  —  Gay  &  Lesbian  Community 
Networking  Breakfast.  Club  Cafe,  corner  of 
Columbus  &  Berkeley  Sts.  8AM.  Fred 
Mandel  will  talk  about  the  Human  Rights 
Commission. 

Boston  —  Videotape  of  Joan  Martin’s 
lecture  from  the  “Naming,  Claiming, 
Changing”  series.  Cable  Channel  A3. 
8PM. 


note  this! 

Epstein  on  the  Beach,  written 

and  directed  by  Sarah  Schulman  and  Robin 
Epstein.  At  the  University  of  the  Streets,  130 
E.  7th  St.,  New  York  City.  Through  Nov.  24. 

Robin  (Robin  Epstein)  runs  a  knish 
stand  on  the  Brighton  Beach  board¬ 
walk,  where  her  lover  Irene  (Dorothy 
Cantwell)  is  a  waitress-aspiring-to- 
actress.  Robin’s  identical  twin  sister 
Jennifer  (Jennifer  Miller)  is  a  nationally 
famous  TV  comic  who  stops  by  now 
and  then  to  steal  Robin’s  ideas.  One 
day  she  steals  Irene  as  well.  Robin  sets 
off  for  Manhattan  in  hot  pursuit,  ac¬ 
companied  by  oldtime  socialist  Frieda 
Katz  (Sarah  Schulman).  After  many 
complications  and  sudden  switches  of 
career  and  identity  for  all  —  including 
Robin  and  Jennifer’s  mother 
(Stephanie  Doba)  —  they  end  up  selling 
out  for  fame  and  money,  and  leave  the 
boardwalk  for  good. 

Epstein  on  the  Beach  is  not  only 
great  fun,  it’s  also  “community 
theater”  in  the  best  sense:  it  exists  by 
and  for  a  specific  community  —  les¬ 
bian,  Lower  East  Side  —  and  gives  all 
its  viewers  not  only  lively  entertain¬ 
ment  but  a  dose  of  good  politics  as 
well.  The  script  aims  for  (and  hits) 
some  easy  targets,  but  some  elusive 
ones  as  well.  There’s  a  very  funny 
dream  sequence  —  a  dead-on  parody  of 
certain  avant-garde  performance 
pieces  —  and  Chekov’s  Cherry  Orchard 
is  used  to  witty  (and  moving)  effect  at 
the  end.  I  also  appreciated  the  play’s 
sense  of  responsibility  to  a  past, 
specifically  the  old  Jewish  Left.  The  ac¬ 
ting  and  directing  sometimes  show 
more  energy  and  comitment  than 
polish  (Cantweil  and  Miller  being  ex¬ 
ceptions),  but  that’s  okay. 

This  is  More  Fire!  Productions’ 
seventh  play  in  five  years,  and  the  pro¬ 
gram  states  that  they  “have  been  com¬ 
pletely  ignored  by  the  mainstream 
press  and  have  received  no  grant  1 
money  in  any  form.”  While  this  bitter¬ 
ness  and  frustration  are  understand¬ 
able,  they  have  clearly  accomplished 
what  is  most  important:  to  make  the 
kind  of  theater  they  want  to  make,  and 
to  find  an  enthusiastic  audience. 

Casanova’s  Homecoming, 

music  and  libretto  by  Dominick  Argento. 
New  York  City  Opera  at  the  New  York  State 
Theater,  Lincoln  Center,  New  York  City. 

Since  the  critical  reception  for 
Argento’s  new  opera  has  generaily 
ranged  from  positive  to  ecstatic,  I  think 
a  few  unkind  words  are  in  order.  For  all 
its  predictable  compositional  and 
theatrical  skill,  Casanova’s  Home¬ 
coming  strikes  me  as  a  bland  and  unad¬ 
venturous  work,  by  far  the  least  in¬ 
teresting,  least  convincing  of  the  eight 
Argento  stage  works  I  have  seen  or 
heard  (some  of  which  are  very  good  in¬ 
deed).  Its  main  point  of  contact  with  its 
audience  is  the  worst  possible  one: 
middle-class  heterosexist  complacen¬ 
cy  about  gender,  sexuality,  and  aging.  I 
can’t  fathom  why  the  composer  wanted 
to  write  about  this  man  and  this 
historical  era,  for  although  he  has  done 
his  homework  well,  his  view  of 
eighteenth-century  Venice  is  smugly 
conventional,  and  the  title  figure  re¬ 
mains  a  blank. 

The  plot  of  this  so-called  “Opera  Buf- 
fa”  also  has  its  unintentionally  sour 
aspects.  Casanova’s  scheme  to  obtain 
money  for  his  god-daughter’s  marriage 
accidentally  results  in  the  death  of  the 
elderly  widow  he  is  deceiving;  our  hero 
shows  no  sign  of  guilt  or  remorse. 
When  subsequently  he  is  hauled  before 
the  State  Inquisitors,  he  escapes 
punishment  not  only  by  lying,  but  by  ap¬ 
pealing  to  the  judges’  homophobia. 
(Casanova’s  accuser  is  the  widow’s 
homosexual  nephew  and  heir.)  This  iast 
“comic”  touch  nearly  had  me  booing;  I 
now  regret  that  my  faultless  good  man¬ 
ners  restrained  me. 

—  Nicholas  Deutsch 


Calendar  compiled  by  Miranda  Kolbe 
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